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ADMONITION 


- TO THE 
Diffenting Jnhabitants 
of the Dioceſs a ©: 
Concerning a Book lately Publi- 
ſhed by Mr. . Boyſe, 


Entituled, 


REMARKS, G&c. On 
the preſent Diſcourſe. 


My Friends and Brethren, 
Have told you in this. Diſcourſe (when firſt 
Printed p. 170.) That no Man ought to take it 
ill, that another propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opi« 
nion; but to ſcoff at , or revile any Praftice, or 
Opinion that another believes to be founded on the Word 
f God, is not only ill Manners, but is of dangerous con= 


; ſequence , being apt to breed bitterneſs and animoſities 
| between the Parties, --- And therefore in all matters of 
} Religion we ought t0 avoid. this manner of —_—_— 
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and whatever Book uſes it, we need trouble our ſel 
no further with it, for it certainly « written only to 
ſerve a Party and net Truth, This Obſervation I take 
to be certain, and I defire that you would read 
Mr. Bogyſe's Remarks, and my Book tog-vher , and 
judge them by this Rule. The Worſhip of God isto 
ankind beyond all other Concerns, and ought to be 
treated with all the ſeriouſneſs and calmneſs of Spi- 
rit that becomes us, whilſt in the preſence of God : 
And for any one to treat that which all good Men 
tender and value as the moſt ſerious and weighty 
Concern of their minds, in a Paſſionate, Angry, Scof: 
fing and Deriding manner, is ſurely contrary ro 
Natural Modeſty, and to the reſpe& we owe ts one 
another ; Much more to the Spirit and Meekneſs of 
the Goſpel. IT will not accuſe Mr. Boyſe, but only 
deſire you to read his Book ſeriouſly, and Lelieve 
him as far as you find him free from theſe fault-. 

T hear that other Anſwers to my Book are coming 
our, and if I find in them that Spirit of Piety and ſe- 
riouſneſs that becomes Chriſtians, more eſpecially 
Men of tender Conſciences, I will with God's help 
give them a due conſideration ; and it there be any 
thing material in Mr. Boyſ:'s Remark:, which is not 
raken Notice of by them, it ſhall then likewiſe be 
conſidered : In rhe mean time what I think ncedful 
to give you an Account of in this Admonirion, is, 

1. Firff, The chict Motive that prevailed with 
me to Publith my Book. Secondly, T hat Mr. Boyſz 
has Granted, in effeQ, the chief things T pleaded for 
in it. Thirdly, That he is much miſtaken in rhoſe 
Matters of Fa& which he Charges on me as miſtakes, 
Fourthly, That he has failed ro prove the moſt Mare- 
rial things that were incumbent on an Anſwerer ro 
prove. If T give plain Inſtances and Examples in 
each of theſe, you may judge by them what ro think 
of the reſt of his Book. 

T. As to the firſt of theſe, namely, my Jeſign in pu*s 
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liſhing this Book ;' T have been now above three Years 
amongſt you, and T have taken the beſt care I could 
to inform my ſelf of the State and Condirion of. this 
Dioceſs, and of every Pariſh therein. TI have viſited 
each of rhem ſeveral times, and diſcourſed perſonally 
with many hundreds, and informed my ſelf particu- 
larly of the Cuſtoms, Manners , Inclinations and 
Scruples of every fort and Perſuaſion : I found ta 
my great trouble much ignorance amongſt the' poor 
People ; infomuch that of 800, or more of the Diſ- 
ſenters Communion, whom TI perſonally diſcourſed, 
T did not find above Four Perſons that could give any 
Account of their Catechiſm, and only two that could 
repeat it, and a great many that could neither ſay 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, nor Ten Commandments : 
Of this T have many Witnefles that were preſent at 
ſome of my Diſcourſes. I do not ſay this 1gnorance 
was peculiar ro Difſenters, for too many conforma- 
ble Perſons were in the ſame Condition : This I look- 
e1 on with great Compaſſicn and Concern, as it be- 
came me, and in Order to remedy it, I took care to 
have Engliſh Schools kept in every Pariſh, according 
ro Law, and obliged the Schoolmaſter to reach the 
Carechiſm, and the Miniſters to Catechiſe in each 
Pariſh ; and T furniſhed them with Catechiſms, which 
with God's Aſſiſtance has proved of good uſe to ſuch 
as are Conformable,near 2000 of all Ages having ſince 
learned the Catechiſm, and preſented themſelves to be 
Confirmed ; I could not have the ſame influence on 
you that differ from Me, and yet I hope my Endea- 
vours have not been uſeleſs ro you, bur have help'd to 
raiſe an Emulation in you to inſtru your « hildren. 
I found the great Obſtacle to your Learning your 
Catechiſm, was, the length and intricacy of it, inſo- 
much thar generally ſpeaking, whoever could not read, 
muſt deſpair of gerting it by Heart; this put me 
upon perſuading you to make uſe of an eaſier are- 
chiſm not excludingyour own if you had a mind to it. 
A 4 Again 
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Again I obſerred that when TI wrote my Book, 
there were only Nine Meeting-Houſes in the Dio- 
ceſs, -and I think-the Number is not increaſed ſince, 
by . the beſt Enquiry I could make among your 
ſelves- and - other People, I found that there were 
(raking one Meeting-Houſe and one Lord's-Day with 
anoth er) not 300 at each Meeting. Now I under- 
ſtand that in this Diocels there are 3-000 that pro- 
fels themſelves of your perſuaſion , and on that ac- 
count abſent themſelves from Church. From which 
Computation I perceived that only 1 in 10 of them, 
or t ts went to Worſhip God any where on 
the Lord's-Day : This I confeſs was a great grief to 
me,and however Mr. Boyſz may ſcoff at my concern, as 
he doth at it in other caſes, I ſhall not be aſhamed ' 
of it, but pray to God to encreaſe it in me while 
ſuch occaſions remain, and dire&t me to Methods ro 
remove them, I found that the caſe was not much 
better with you before the Troubles than ſince ; for 
tho' there were then ſome more Meeting-Houſes 
than at preſent, yet I believe the Nnmber of Peo- 
le was near proportionable more alſo. I found the 
fenſe of Religion much decayed amongſt you, By 
means of this {mall number of your Mceeting-Houſes, 
and many of you when I have prefled you roWorſhip 
God ſomewhere, have anſwered me, That you could 
do it at home; and indeed T have found ſome that 
had not been at any Publick Worſhip in Seven Years, 
and it is not to be wondered at, when ſome of you are 
Ten Miles, ſome Twenty, from a Meeting-place. I 
caſt about in my mind how to remedy this, and in 
Order to it, enquired of many of you, why you did 
not frequent the Publick Church , ſince yon had 
none elſe which you could conſtantly attend with 
your Families ; I perceived that Three ObjeCtions, 
eſpecially had ſtuck with you formerly. Fir/t, That 
our Miniſters were Popiſhly inclined. Secondly, 
That ſome of them were of il Lives and N "gligent 
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And Thirdly, That our Service was only Human 
Inventions , and had no particular Warrant from 
Scripture. The firſt and ſecond of theſe I found ;, 
by God's Bleſſing, in great Meaſure removed at my 
coming among you, ſo that I cannot ſay that any 
one of you ever objefted them to me. And as to 
the third, I particularly Examined, what things 
they were in our Ordinary Lord's-Days-Service , 
which you taxed as Human Inventions, (for I _ 
invited you to that Service)andwhich made you thin 
it more juſtifiable to ſtay at home then to come 
ro our Churches, and I carefully marked what you 
obje&ed, and put them in the Form that you now 
find them in this Book ; In which I deſigned nei- 
ther to ſhew Wir orLearning,but ro propoſe it to you 
of my Dioceſs, and ro you only, in ſuch a plain Me- 
thod and Stile as mighr ſuire your Capacities, for F 
think you are not concerned in Books which you can« 
not underſtand; I am ſure = cannot underſtand 
the Generality of ControverſieBooks, | confin'd my 
ſelf therefore to what I had ſeen and known to be 
your Opinions and Prattice, and I was refolved that 
my Book ſhould go no further then to you , and 
therefore T Printed only a few, which I diſtributed 
amongſt you, and took care that not one of them 
ſhould be Sold. I muſt own that the Book is Re- 
printed in London, but this was altogether withour 
my knowledge, and very much to my diſlatisfaQon. 
Bur I cannor prevent the ill Arts of Tradeſmen for 
their own gain. 

Fhis was the Motive and Method of my Book ; 
And whether they be agreable to the Spirit of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop who is concerned for the ' ke of 
God, and the good of the Souls under his Charge , 
or deſerve the Treatment Mr. Boyſe has given me 
m his Remarks (ſuppoſe I were miſtaken in ſome 
things, as I do not find T am) I muſt leave you to 
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IT. T ſhall now proceed to the Second thing I pro- 

ſed in this Preface, which was to ſhew that 

r, Boyſe has granted the Principal things deſigned in 
my Book, and I hope that they may have ſome influ- 
ence on you, to Allow the fame : the Things are 
theſe that follow. 

1. He owns that Singing Pſalms in Proſe is Lawful 
(p. 10.) which I proved Chap. r. Se#. 1. N. 3. in 
my Book. 

2. That Reſponſes or Anſwering, in the praiſe of 
God, is Lawtul (p. 16. & 28.) and he allows the Scrip- 
rure Precedents which I brought to prove them, in 
Chap. 1. Se. 1. N. 4. I hope thersfore that upon 
Conſideration of his Reaſons, if not of mine, you 
will allow the ſame that he does, and that theſe things 
will not give any ſuch Offence to you hereafter, as 
they have done. 

3. He doth not abſolutely condemn all Uſe of Mu- 
fical Inſtruments in the praiſes of God, ſo they be 
only for direfting the People in the Tune of rhe 
Pſalm they ſing (p. 30.). I therefore hope, that you 
have ſo mnch Reſpe& to Mr. Boy/e's Judgment , that 
hereafter the Organs will not offend you fo as ro 
drive you from our Service. 

4. He aflerts (p. 24. ) That none of the Noncon- 
formiſtWriters have condemn'd the Singing of P/a/mr, 
as uſed in our Cathedrals by a Quire, tho' he ſuppoſes 
it Unſcriptural, nor the Saying them in Pariſh-Cirrc/> 
er, by way of Reſponſes, and that only ſome weak 
and injudicious People have Alledged ſuch Reaſons, 
for deſerting the Eſtabliſhed Church, and that they 
are not to be reckon'd as Condemned by our Saviour, 
in Mar. 7.7. for Commandments of Men : And there- 
fore I hope in Reſpe& to his Judgment, you will lay 
aſide all ſuch Reaſons, for your Non-compliance with 
the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and retain no ill Opinion 
of us that do comply with theſe things. To gain 
Which, I {all reckon a great ſtep, and worth the wri- 
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ting my Book, and ſhall be heartily glad to find , 
as Mr. Boyſe intimates, that it was only the weak 
amongſt you that inſiſted on theſe things. 

F. He grants (p. 9.) That God has no where ex- 
preſly Determined, whether we ſhall pray with, or 
without a Set Form ; and that therefore both ways 
of praying may be Lawful in General, tho” particu» 
lar Circumſtances may ſometimes render the one or 
the other more Convenient. So that this Matter of 

raying with, or without a Set Form, according to 
him, is a Matter of Conveniency only, and ro bederer- 
mined by Circumſtances; And therefore upon 
Mr. Bey(:'s Principles, fince our Forms of Prayer can 
ſeem to you at worſt to be only Inconvenient ; ſure- 
ly it is better to diſpence with an Izconveniency than 
to negleQt all Publick Prayers. 

6. He grants (p. 31.) That in ſome particular 
Caſes, Gol did Recommend to the Jews, a Form of 
Words in their Addreſſes to Him, and that not only ro 
the People, bur even to the Priefs, and therefore 
Forms of Prayer are Warranted by Scripture, and are 
of Divine Original. From hence it follows, That 
God has not only in general Commanded us to pray 
to Him, but in particular Commands, both Prieſts 
and People to pray to him in Forms, tho' He has not 
forbidden other Addreſſes on ſuch Occaſions, as I 
mentioned Chap. 2. N. 2. Set. g. 

7. He grants that rhe People expreſſed their Joyn- 
ing in the Publick Prayers, in Chriſtian Aſſembhes, 
by adding their Amen (as I have proved Chap. 2. 
Sef, 1, N. 5.). And therefore I hope you will nor 
only Approve of this in us, but will likewiſe In- 
troduce it into your own Mectings. I . 
am ſure the Book Mr. Boyſe Quotes £9497 Aorn- 
for this purpoſe , Adviſes you to ne as , 
Ir, > WF 

8. He grants that the Holy Scripture may te read 
wirhour Expoſition (p. 10. & 95.) and that the _ 
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ſion of reading an entire Portion at once is a Defe& ; 
and that in the Winter Quarter there is no readi 
in the North of Ireland (p. 92.) and owns that I ma 
juſtly _ yu with Falling Short of Reading ſo 
much as t ireQtory recommends ; and ati 
T hope our not Explaining every Chapter, when we 
read it,will be no ObjeQon againſt our Service : You 
may know we are obliged every Lord's-day,to Explain 
nd Apply ſome Portion of Scripture in our Sermons; 
ſo that Expoſition is not baniſhed out of our Church. 
9. He acknowledges that Bodily Worſhip is Com- 
manded in Scripture (p. 105.) He calls Sitting at 
Prayers a Sloathful Poſture. p. 3. and ſays he cannot 
excuſe it from Irreverence, and hopes that thoſe who 
have been guilty of it heretofore, will nor perſiſt in 
it without real Neceſſiry. I hope therefore that you 
will rake no Offence at our Service, or Abſtain from 
ir, becauſe Bodily Worſhip is required in it, or uſe 
any more that indeceart Poſture of Sitting at Prayers 
in your Meetings, when your own Advocate Con- 
demns it. 
: 10, He cannor condemn Kneeling at the Lord's 
Supper- as Unlawful (p. wy and grants that you 
un to Stand up at your Thankſgivings and Bleſ- 
ſing, before Receiving and after ; and that he will 
nor excuſe you If you do otherwiſe in it (p. 112.) 
And therefore as far as you are of his mind in this 
matter, you will have no reaſon to condemn us for 
Kneeling, as guilty of Idolatry ; or wonder that we 
receive the Elements on our Knees, ſince we receive 
them wich Prayer and Thankſgiving, and continue 
whilſt we eat and drink, in the exercile of them, with 
the moſt carneſt Paſſion that our Minds are capable of. 
IT. He agrees with me as to the Frequency of Ce- 
lebrating the Lord's-Supper (p. 131.) And owns it 
was one Conſtant part of the Chriſtian Lord's-Days 
Worſhip in the Apoſtles time ; And that he thi 
it paſt all doubt, that this was the Univerſal _ 
oO 
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of the Chriſtian Church for ſeveral ſucceeding Ages. 
And therefore I hope you will endeavour to Reſtore 
this Apoſtolick and Primitive Inſticution ro what it 
was, and conſider how Unreconcileable your preſent 
Praftice of Receiving is to this Inſtitution of Chriſt 
and Univerſal Praftice. - 
If theſe things be univerſally Believed and Recei- 
ved amongſt you,'I can ſee no reaſon why you ſhould 
decline our Churches, at leaſt when you cannot go 
to your own Meetings, and hope” you will not here- 
after go out when our Prayers begin, as if you were 
in danger of being Polluted by them, or refuſe to 
conform in the Bodily Expreſhons of Worſhip uſed 
at them, as I have ſometimes obſerved' ſome of you 
to do, who rather chuſe to ſtay then diſturb the Con» 
gregation, by going unſeaſonably away. If I could 
ain theſe Points of you, I ſhould think my Labours 
in my Book beſtowed to a moſt Excellent purpoſe,and 
be content with Joy to endure a Thouſand more hard 
things, than Mr. Boyſe has been pleaſed to fay of me, 
who appears by his Book to be much a Stranger both 
to you and me, and to have intermeddled with us; 
before he underſtood either of our Praftices, or Cir- 
cumſtances ; and I hope by Gods help ir ſhall not be 
in his power to make you conceive otherwiſe of my 
Sincere AﬀeQtions and Concern for your Souls than 
I have p_ and ſhall always defire to Maintain. 
ITI. I ſhall now proceed to the third thing I promi- 
ſed in this Admonrion, and that is to ſhew you, That 
whereas there are- ſeveral Matters of Fa& which I 
affirm, and Mr. Boyſe denies the miſtakes lye on his 
ſide, notwithſtanding he imputes them to. me with 
reat aſſurance, . as Falſhoods , and aſſerts that IT am 
ard'ned in them : For the Proof of this, I need no 
more than to m__ to your own Conſciences ; and 
TI muſt tell you, What I have Wrote was from 
Sight , Experience, or certain Information - on the 
Place, whereas he has his account of things ny 
- ; cond- 
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ſecond-hand, and produces no Vouchers. IT will in- 
Nance in ſome of the principal matters of Faft which 
he contradifts. 

1. Firſt then, One of the Principal Matters of Fa 
in diſpute, is, whar I afſert (Chap. 3. Se#. 3. N. 2.) 
That inall the Meetings in the North of Ireland in a 
whole year, perhaps there is not ſo much Scripture read , 
as in one day in Our Church, by the ſtriffeſt enquiry 1 
conld make. This he contradifts with great vehe- 
mence, and aſſerts (p. 93.) that there is nothing 
like Truth in the Afertion; with a great many ill 
words. You m y obſerve that I expreſſed my ſelf 
doubtfully in this Caſe with a perhaps it was fo, but 
T affore you that T had no doubt of rhe Truth of ir, 
only T was willing to ſay ſuch ungrateful Trurhs as 
ſoftly as I could, that I might give the leſs offence 
to you. To make this appear, I will take Mr. Boyſe's 
own Computation, and allow that there are read in 
each of your Meetings every Lord's-day for 3 Quarters 
of the Year half a Chapter, tho* you know the caſe is 
not Univerſally ſo ; for in ſome places in this Dioceſs 
there has been no Lefturing in ſome of your Meet- 
ings, for two Years together ; but allowing it to be 
as he fays: 

Then in this Dioceſs there are Nine Meeting-pla- 
ces and LeQures in each, 39 Lord's-days in the Vir. 
and half a Chapter read at each LeQure, which in all 
makes 1755. 

Now becauſe the Firſt of April was on a Lords-day 
this year, I will take it and compute how many 
Chapters and Pſalms were read on that day in our 
Church, and you will find it thus : 

* On the Firſt of April are read 8 Pſalms for the 
day, 3 before and between the Leſſons : Thar is the 

5, the 100, the 67, beſides the Song of the Bleſſed 

irgin. So that 11 Pſalms were read that Day in 
every Pariſh-Church. Beſides theſe, are r 4 
Chapters for Leſſons, and the Epiſtle and Goſpel 
make a large Chapter mare So 
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So then in every Pariſh-Church there are read 
Pſalms and Chapters, tho' there be no Funeral, or 
Churching of Women, or other Occaſional Office, 
16. There are then 42 Congregations in this Dio- 
ceſs at preſent, in which the Offices of the Church 
are conſtantly performed ; and if we —_ 42 by 
16, it follows that there are read in this Dioceſs in 
one Lord's-Day, Chapters and Pſalms, 672, whereas 
allowing the utmoſt of Mr. Beyſe's Compurarion, 
there are read in the Meetings in this Dioceſs in a 
Year but 175 and a +, 

Let me obſerve that th? Meeting-Houſes are 
more Numerous here then in my Neighbour Dio- 
ceſſes in the Nor:h, there being , that I can learn, 
only 4 in Rapho.Diocefs, in which, and in the other 
Dioceſſes of the North the Pariſh-Churches are pro- 
portionally as many more then the Meetings, as they 
are in the Dioceſs of Derry : And from thence it 
tollows that there is really 4 times mor? Scripture 
Read in Our Church in the North in one day then in 
all the Meetings in the North in a Year, which is a 
great deal more then what aſſerted. I had a Com- 
putarion like this in my mind when I wrote my Book, 
and ſhould not have Publiſhed it, if theſe Remarks b 
_—_— Falſhoods and Untruths to me, had not obli- 
ge metodoit in my own Juſtification to the World; 

r to yau who know ſo well the Truth of ir, it was 
needleſs. And we have this advantage by reading 
the ſame Chapters and Pſalms in every Church, 
that whatever Church a Man go to, ſo he be conſtant 
at any, he is ſure to find the Scriptures read on 
in Order, which muſt needs contribute towards ma- 
king him acquainted with the whole Body of the 
Scriptures. | 

2. Burt then, Secondly, I chargeyou with caſting out 
the reading of the Word of God from moſt of your Publick 
Aſſemblies-- Inſomuch that in many of your Meetings, 
ſetting abde a Verſe or two for a Text or Quotation, - 

the 
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the diſcretion of the Teacher, the Voice of God is never 
Publickly heard amongſt you. This Mr. Boyſe cenfures 
\# ) as 4 bare-fac'd Untruth : but your ſelves 
] be Judges. 
Firſt then, I have proved that Reading the Scrip- 
rures, for the Inſtrution of the People, is a Publick 
Ordinance of God, Chap. 3. Se#. x. and tho? it is 
not determined how much we ought to read at a 
time, yer it ought'to'be ſo Ordered, that the dili- 
gent Hearers may in a competent time be acquaint- 
ed with the whole Body of the Scripture; and in 
this F have the Concurrence of your Direftory. Now 
if you can Name but one Meeting in the North of 
Ireland, - where this has been Obſerved , Mr. Boy 
may have ſome Ground to contradift me : 'burt © the 
Cale is far otherwiſe ; you have thrown this Order- 
ly Reading of the Holy Scriptures, not only our of 
_ or many of your Meetings, but out of all of 
them. | 
2. But further IT appeal to your ſelves whether 
any of your Miniſtersever read one Portion of Scrip- 
ture but-what was either deſigned for & Text, to a 
Lefture or Sermon, or a Quotation. If any one pre- 
rend the contrary, I muſt deſire him to name the 
Time and Place , thatI may reprove thoſe Informers 
that Mr. Boyſe affirms (p. 92.).-have ſo greatly im- 
poſed on me. But till the Time and Place be named 
my aſſertion is literally true, and in a larger ſenſe 
then I expreſſed it. I heartily wiſh you who are 
Teachers would amend this fault, I ſhall then 
acknowledge that this part of my Book is EffeQuually 
Anſwered,and of no further force againſt you. And 
let me tell you, that your complyance in this would 
beger an honour and eſteem i the People for Read- 
ing the Scriptures Publickly, which is an Inſtitution 
of God, and fatisfie the World that you have a great- 
er value for the Word of God, then for your own 
Expoſitions, which no Impartial Conſiderer will 
ever 
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ever believe whilſt you allow it no _= in your 
Meetings, but when you can have lei ure to bring 
in your own Expoſitions. And ſure it ſeems ſtrange 
that you can allow at leaſt an hour for a Sermon of 
your own Compoſing, and cannor allow 10 minutes 
for the Word of God; which is the Truth of the 
Caſe, however Mr. Boyſe endeavours to palliate it. 

A third Mater of Fa&t denied by Mr. Boyſe, is, 
That a Man 'may frequent your Meetings all his Life, 
and yet have no ſecurity, or hardly poſſibility of Learn- 
ing from your Publick Teaching all the great Myſteries 
of his Religion. This he centures (p. 83.) as a 
groſs and ſhameleſs Accuſation, and advances it as a 
known Truth that the great Myſteries and Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion are not ſeldomer 
raught in. your Pulpirs than in ours. Now to diſcover 
whether I deſerve the hard words which Mr. Boyſe 
gives me on this account, I defire you to conſider. 

1. That the great Myſteries of our Religion , 
are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, ReſurreFion, Aſcen« 
ſion and final coming of our Saviour to judge the quick 
and the dead, together, with the Doftrine of the Trinity 
in whoſe Name we are Baptiſed, and the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

2. That wein our Church have a certain time a 
pointed us every Year for the Teaching each of theſe, 
and our Miniſters do profe{kedly handle each of them 
in their diſcourſes on rheſe times : So that every 
one who deſireth ro be informed concerning them 
is ſure at a certain time of the Year to have a full 
diſcourſe, in every Pariſh, on each of them, in Order 
to the Explaining and Inculcating them, with the 
uſes and effeQs, 

3- As to your Miniſters there lies no Obligation 
on them to $0 thro theſe Myſteries in any ſuch 
time, nor indeed in their whole Lives. And where- 
as Mr. Boyſe alledges (p, 83.) that The DireFory re- 
quires that Ordinarily the ſubjett of the Miniſters Ser- 
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mn ſball be ſome Text of Scripture , holding forth ſome 
principal or head of Religion. This Obligation is ta» 
kenoff by the following Words, which are theſe, 
or ſutable 79 ſome ſtccia! occaſion emergent, or he may 
go on in ſome Chapter, Pſalm, or Book of the Scripture , 
as he ſhall think fr. From whence it is plain, rhar 
the Direfory lays no Obligation on your Miniſters 
to handle profeiſ.Uly any of theſe Myſteries, and 
that you Have no Sccuriry, other then rhe pleaſure 
of your Miniſters, that you ſhall ever learn from 
their Publick Teaciing all the Myſteries of your Re- 
ligion. 

Pur Fourth!y, T have examined, and put it to many 
of your Perſuaſion whether they ever heard any 
Miniſter cf Yours that profefſedly made a whole 
diſcourſe on the 7:4iry, Concrprion, Nativity, Re» 
ſurreflion, or Aſccnſica of eur Savicur, or on his ſend- 
ing down the Holy Giz/*, and I do profeſs that I 
never yet amongſt many mer one Man that could 
ſatisfis me in this point, or aſſure me that hi; Mini- 
ſter had done ir. Which ſhews how dangerous a 
matter it is to leave theſe things ro Men's choice. 
T heartily defire you that Read this, ro recolle& your 
Memorizs, and examiae your own Conſciences, and 
ſay whether your Miniſters do once every Year 
handle profeſſcdly each of theſe Myſteries, as ours 
do, and if they do not, judge whether ir be true thar 
Mr. Bozſe aſlerts (p. 84.) That the peculiar Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion are ſo much more frequently inca;« 
cated in your Sermons, thew ours, as has occaſioned ſom 
of you to reproach us, as Preaching little but Aboralit) 
Theſe I am fure are the greateſt Myſtcries peculiar 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and they are profeſſedly 
and indiſpenſably taught in our Church once every 
Year ; What gruund can there then be to accuſe us 
of reaching little bur Morality. 

'5. Asto Mr Boyſe”s excule for you in this behalf, 
That there is no Scriptural Rite or Example preſcribing 
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:0 Ordinary Teachers the exaf# Order in which they ſhould 
explain the Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion to the people : 
I would defire you to obſerve that the Scripture 
obliges us ro Teach them all theſe, :he whole Council 
of God, and the ſame obliges us to 

do this and all other Religious per- 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
formances in Order, or according to 

an Order : There ought therefore to be 1n every 
Church an Order, whereby every Teacher may be 
obliged to Teach them all in a comperent time, as 
it is in our Church, and the Dire#ory has manifeſtly 
failed in this, having made no ſuch Order, bur lefrir 
to the diſcrerion of every Miniſter, whether he will 
make any of theſe Myſteries his Subje& in his whole 
Life, and ſome have been ſo indiſcreet as to Preach 
for half a Year, nay, a whole Year on the ſame Sub- 
jet. I have ſeen many Sermons Printed by your 
Parry, and yet do not remember above 2 or 3 on 
theſe moſt neceſſary Subje&s ;; I am ſure they bear 
no manner of proportion to Ours, -* _ _ 

A Fifth matter of Fa&t denied by Mr. Boyſe, is,Thas 
hardly one in ten get your Catechiſm by heart , nor one 
in firve hundred retains it, On the contrary he affirms 

. 87. That he believes that if I make a more accurate 
Tryal I jball find 8s many of the Diſſenters Children that 
have gotten their Catechiſm by heart, as- of others thas 
have done jo by the Church Catechiſm. IT think I have 
had an Opportunity ro inform my ſelf of the Truth 
of this marrer fo certainly that *ris hardly poſſible 
for me to miſtake, and I will endeavour to make you 
ſenſible of the Truth of my Compuration. | 

Firft then, you know that you who refrain from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, are here much more nume- 
rous then ſuch as are conformable. and have propor- 
tionably more Children ; yer beſides Grown People , 
T have Confirmed near a Thouſand Children, all above 
Thirteen Years old, in 'Three Years fince I came ro 
this Dioce(s ; many of theſe IT have Examined perſo- 
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nally, and always found them perfe in their Cate- 
chiſm, and thoſe that I did not Examine likewiſe 
were ſo, as the. Miniſters that preſented them afſu- 
red me in the moſt ſolemn manner, and I was alfo 
informed by ſeveral of theſe Miniſters and by the 
Schoolmaſters, that moſt Children of Conformable 
Parents cou'd likewiſe ſay ir, tho' ſo young as not fit 
to be Confirmed. Now I deſire you to produe me 
fuch a number of your Children that can ſay yours, 
andT ſhall be very glad of ir. 

But Secondly, if you look amongſt your own Chil. 
dren, perhaps you may find a pregnant Boy here or 
there that can ſay your Catechiſm intirely, but the 
generaliry ſeldom can go above a leaf or two in it : 

Tis a great matter to find a Boy that can fay it all ; 
and the Schoolmaſters generally acknowledged to me, 
that the Children forgot one part of ir before they 
cou'd get another; and the beſt account they cou'd 

ive cf the matter, was, that they were Learning 

it, and ſo the generality are like ro be for ever. 1 
have made ſo many Traals of this in a whole School 
at a time, that I can no longer doubt of the truth 
of it, andit wou'd be very odd for me to think to 
impoſe upon you who know ſo well all theſe things, 
and whom I am deſirous to Prevail on and Inſtrutt, 
TP can hope todo it only by the Integrity of wha 

Vs to retaining it, I doubt whether any do it 
at all after 20. I tried not only a whole School at on: 
time, bur the Schoolmaſter alſo, a Diſſenter tha 
Taughtic. Inone of my Parochial Viſitations, and 
amongſt them all then preſent they could not give a 
anſwer to that Queſtion in your Catechiſm, [#hat # 
Faith in Jeſs Chriſt, which was the firſt that cam: 
in my thoughts to ask them for a Trial, and of thi 
and ſeveral other like Paſſages I have many Wit 
neſles. 

4. Whereas Mr. Boyſe affirms (p. 85.) That the 
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is not one of theſe perſons in your Congregations come to 
year: of age,who is not once every Tear conſtantly Inſlrutt- 
ed inthe Principles of the Chriſticu Religion, and per« 
ſenally examin'd about his Knowledge of them. Pray 
conſider a little ſeriouſly this matter of FaQ; I leave 
it with you, and know what you muſt conclude, and 
hope you will be ſo juſt to your ſelves as to determine 
of what Credit this Author ought to be in his Rela- 
tions. IT will not derogate from your Miniſters La- 
bour in Catechiſing their people, but notwithftand- 
ing their pains, there are ſome Thouſands of Men and 
Women in this Dioceſs tha profeſs rhemſelves of 
vourCommunion,that were neverCatechifed bythem, 
and many are altogether ignorant of the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel ; infomuch as not to be able (as T obſer- 
ved before) to fay their Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, or 
the Ten Commandments, or to tell how many Per- 
ſons are in the Godhead, or who they are, or who 
Redeemed them, of which this very day, in whichT 
write this, afforded me Two Examples of "grown 
Men, as indeed every day almoſt Joth to my great 
treuble. As ro your Miniſters Examining, their 
way inde2d may diſcover who has their Catechiſm, 
but is no way Fitted to teach thoſe that have it not, 
as ours doth. 

Laſtly, I defire you to remember that there is no 
Rule in your DireQory that requires your Miniſters 
to Examine either Publickly or Privately : $6 that 
your Miniſters performances in this point are volun- 
tary, Which is a great Defet : Whereas our Rules 
make Catecluſing a part of our Lord's-day Service, 
and a ſettled 7 an in our Publick Aſſembhes, 
4s it has ever been eſteemed in the Church of God. 

I muſt rell you that Mr. Boyſe, to excuſe his great 
DefeCt, puts me (p. 84.) on producing ſome Precept or 
Example from Scripture, requiring our Reading or 
Teaching a Summary of Principles in Publick , diffing 
from Holy Scripture. T am content to put it on this 
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xe, and deſire you to turn over your Bibles and 
compare 2 Tim. 1, 13. with Chap. 2. Verſ. 2. and 
there you will find St. Paz! commanding Timothy , 
Hold faſt the Form of Sound Words, which thou haſt 
heard ef me And the things thou haſt heard of me 
among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to Faithful 
Men, who ſhall be able to Teach others. Here you find 
St. Paul delivered Timothy a Form of Sound Words 
publickly, and commanded him to commit the ſame 
to others, who ſhou'd Teach the ſame, as Sr. P:ul 
delivered it, that is, before many Witnefles, or in 
the Face of the Church. I hope no good Man will 
ſeek a plainer Proof, for a thing that 1s ſo good and 
Commendable in it ſelf, ſo Edifying to the Church, 
and ſo conſtantly Retained in it, till the DireQory 
and your Praftice left it out, which I heartily wiſh 
you may amend. | 

But Fifthly, The greateſt matter of FaQt diſputed, 
and indeed of greateſt Importance, is, The frequency 
of the Celebration of the Lord" s-Supper amongſt you. 
took Notice (Chap. 5. Sef#. 3. N*. 3.) That yow 
Miniſters rarely preſs you tos Communicate, that you have 
few Sermons, or Diſcourſes to that purpoſe, and many of 
you condemn our Zeal for Endeawvoiring to reſtore th: 
conſtant Communion precedented in Scripture and 
did appeal to Yon whether it is not yer reckoned a great 
thing among many of you, if once in a Yeay or two a Com: 
mmunion be Celebrated in one of Your Meetings, nay, it 
is often omitted for ſeveral Years together, and in ſome 
places for ten or more. 
| In Oppoſition to this Mr. Boyſe affirms, (p. 136.) 

1. That it is Univerſally uſual in every Meeting , 
where an Ordained Miniſter is ſettled, to harve the Lord's 
Supper Admmiſtred conſtantly once a Year , and twict 
in the larger Towns. 

2. That the Generality of Tou (as he is aſſured) as 
Communicate four or five times a Year, 

z- That all of you hawe the Opportunity of doing it 10 


12, or 
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12. 0r 15 times @ Tear, if you will take the Advantage 
of Receiving it as often as 'tis Adminiſtred within a few 
Miles of your Reſpetlivve Habitations. 

4. That there is not one in tn or rather in 20 or 30 
that do not recerve, except ſuch as are with-held for want 
of competent knowledge, or the account of Scanval. 

5. That thoſe who Communicate once, do it Ordinarily 
en oll following Occaſions. 

6. (P. 134) That the generality of your Miniſters 
Adminiſter this Sacrament far oftner then the generality 
of the Conforming Clergy. 

7. (P. 137) That he doth not ſee with what Tolera- 
ble Tnftice I could npbraid you with your rare or no Com 
wumion, when the Members of your Meetings do generally 
Commuznicate much ofrner then the Members of the Pas 
rib Churches, | 

Laſtly, (p. 134) That too mony profiigate Sinners 
ond Swine are admitted in the Pariſh Churches. 

[Theſe are a few of thoſe things he aflerts on this 
head; and gives me many hard words for aflerring 
the contrarv; Bu: ir will be no difficult matter for 
You to judge who is in the right. I have (as I be- 
lieve *rwill be owned) as good Opportunity of in- 
forming my {cIF in theſe matters as any one can have; 
and have been as diligent in my Enquiries in my 
Progrefles thro' the ſeveral Pariſhes, and on all oc- 
caſions asI could ; and Thave had the following Ac- 
count returne | me from manv hands, and am {ais- 
fied there can be no very great miſtake in it. 


1. That in the laſt Seven Years the Lords-Suppe: 
has been Celebrated amengſt you. 


In Londonderry twice —— === --— 2 


In Clondermot once ————= --- = 1 
At Ballinaret once mow eas 1 
Art Ballik:l!; once ——————— i 


At Burt twice 


— — ——— 
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At Ardſtra ONCe mo— 
At Ahadowy once 


— I 


In all 9 times. 


So that in this whole Dioceſs it has been Celebrated 
by you but abour 9 times in 7 Years, ſome of which 
being times of AfﬀiCtion, required a more frequent 
Celebration of this comfortable Sacrament then or- 
dinary. 

2. At each of theſe we will ſuppoſe there have 
Received one with another about 400, tho* my In 
formations allow not ſo many, ſo that in 7 Year 
there may be computed to have Received 3600 in 
this Diocels. 

3. In the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſince T came to the 
Dioceſs, which 1s about 3 Years and 2 Months, the 
Lord's-Supper has been Adminiſtred 

In the Cathedral, about ———— 43time 

In the Pariſh-Churches for the —— g 

firſt Year, about — — 7 


For the Second Year, about 
For the Third Year, abour - 


— 162 


In all $38Ccrimes 


So in the Eſtabliſhed Church the Holy Sacrament ha 
been Adminiſtred in this Dioceſs in 3 Years and : 
Months, about 386 times ; that is about 43 rims 
for once you have had it in Your Meetings in nez 
Seven Years. 

4. As to the Number of Communicants in th 
Eſtabliſhed Church, I cannot give an Exatt Com 
putation ; bur as ro rhe Cathedral, where I hav: 
Br the moſt part, Officiated my felf, I can give thi 
Account, 

At 4 Eaxſter Sacraments, one with c g 

another, above 200. In all Fo 4 
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At 3 Chriſtmas Sacraments, and 3 
Whit-Sundays, one with ano» > 690 
ther, above 100 at a time. 

Ar 33 Monthly Sacraments, one 


q 6 
with another 50 C 1050 


In all 3050 


From which it is manifeſt , that near as many have 
Received in one Pariſh in this Dioceſs in about three 
Years time, as with vou in the whole Dioceſs in twice 
that time ; notwithſtanding the numerouſnels of thoſe 
that are of your Profeſſion. 

5. As to th? larger Towns, I can call only 3 ſuch 
in this part of the Country, that is, Londonderry and 
$:rabene in this Dioczls, and Colerain on the Border 
of it. Now as to Londenderry, it has had this Sacra» 
ment Adminiſtred but twice in it inG6 or 7 Years; 
and Colrrain but once in that time; and as to Stra- 
bane, tho'ir, as well as the other had a ſettled Mini- 
ſter in it before, and ſome time ſince the Troubles, 
= Tam informed from good hands that in 26 years, 

aft paſt, the Lord's-Supper has been Adminiſtred bur 

twiceinit; And I have the more reaſon to believe 
this,becauſe your Sacraments are Adminiſtred with ſo 
great a concourſe of SpeQtators and Hearers, beſides 
thoſe that Receive, that they can hardly eſcape Ob- 
ſervation ; which would have been reckoned a Profa- 
nation of this Holy Myſtery in the Primitive times ; 
and is in earneſt an abuſe brought in by Popery. 

6. If it be rrue what he affirms with aſſurance , 
that the generality of you Communicate 4 or 5 times 
ina Year, it will clearly follow, That not much a- 
bove a hundred diſtin& Perſons in all have Commu- 
nicated in this Dioceſs theſe laſt ſeven Years. For 4 
times 7 make 28;and 3600 (the number of your Com- 
municants in 7 Years) divided by 28,gives about 123; 
the Number of the diſtin Perſons that have Com- 
municated amongſt you in 7 Years, according to his 

Compu- 


1 
i 
; 


22 An Admonition 


Computation ; but this can by no means be true, 
and therefore he is certainly Misinformed in this 
particular. | | 

7. We will allow then, that every diſtin& Perſon 
Communicated but «5 times in theſe 7 Years . and 
then there Communicated 640 diſtint Perſons in 
that time : From which it clearly follows, that not 
one in twenty of you Communicate at ali, there he- 
ing above 13000 of your Perſuaſion in the Diocefs 
of competent Age for the Communion 

And this makes his Miſtake manifeſt in lis aſſert. 
ing that Not en: in ter, rather in 29 or 35, but Cams 
municate, except ſurh as are with-tcld for want of come 
»etent knowledge, or on account of ſcandal. This is a 
great RefleGion on you, and far from the matrer of 
FaQ, wiz. that 19 in 20 of your Perſuaſion ſhould be 
with-held from the Communion on one of rheſe rwo 
Accounts I hope there are not near ſo many 
amongſt you that ar2 either Scandalous, or grofly 
ignorant, for tho' I believe one in 500 of you do 
not retain the Afſzmblies Catechiſm, ſo as either r9 
Repeat or give an Account of it, yet I am far from 
thinking all ſuch want competent knowledge for the 
Sacrament; for which a very little knowledge (at 
teaſt of many things contain'd in your Catechiſm) 
I believe is ſufficient, with a Holy Heart and inoffen- 
five Converſation : And God forbid all the reſt of 
that great number who do not Receive, ſhould be 
Scandalous; otherwiſe then as they are ſo by not 
Receiving. 

1. As to his Afirming That all you have the Oppor- 
runities of Communicating Ton, Twelve or Fifteen times 
in the Year, if you will take the Advantage of Receiving 


it as often as "tis Adminiſircd within a few Miles of 


our Refpcfive Habitations. The Miſtake of this 


Evidently appears from the former Compuration ; 


and will further appear if you conſider that there 
are but 9 Meetings in this Diocels, which has as 
great 
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great a Proportion to the Pariſh-Churches as any in 
the North. Now let us ſuppoſe the Lords-Supper 
Celebrated in each of theſe once in the Year ; and 
ſuppoſe likewiſe each Communicant came to each 
Communion ; Yeteven ſo he could have bur 9 times 
an Opportunity in a Year , and muſt Travel Forty 
Miles for a Sacrament : And this whole Dioceſs may 
as conveniently Communicate 12 or 14 times in the 
Year at the Cathedral of Derry, as at any of your 
Meeting-Houſes. 

9. As tothe Praftice of Diſſenters elſe-where, I 
am not much concerned in it; having Addreſſed my 
ſelf only ro you of my Dioceſs, but you may conclude 
the Probability of what he ſays concerning them , 
ſrom the account he gives cf your own Practice in 
this point, if it be true which ke Affirms (p. 135.) 
That as to the Meetings mm England and the South of 
Ireland, where Paſtors are Settled, the moſt of them 
conſtantly Celebrate the Lora"s-Snpper once a Month , 
others once in Six Weeks or Two Months, and a few once 
every Lord" 5-day. Their Praftice 1s much altered from 
what it was formerly ; for when the Churches were 
in their hands, it was quite otherwiſe ; St. Warburgh's 
was a Conſiderable Pariſh in the heart of Dublin, and 
was ſupplied by Conſiderable Men conſtantly as to 
Preaching; butfrom the Year 1650, when Doftor 
Sibalds their Epiſcopal Miniſter Dyed, till the Year 
1CG>, that is for near 12 Years, the Lord's-Supper 
was not Adminiftred in it art all ; as appears, fuff- 
ciently from the Veſtry-Books, and the Teſtimony 
of ſeveral Surviving Inhabitants, from whom I had 
the information, having been Miniſter there my ſelf 
Ten Years; and I have heard the like of ſome other 
Churches in Dublin at that time. I find the ſame 
obſerved concerning the whole Univerſity of Oxford, 
from the time the Epiſcopal Miniſters were Eje&ed 
Avg. 1648, till they were Reftor'd again Arno 1660, 
being 12 Years, Antiquit. O:::17. And I have had an 

Opportu- 
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Opportunity to enquire concerning the Diſſenter, 
PraQtice in Waterford before the Troubles ; and an | 
told, that they did not Communicate above once 
in the Year, if ſoofren: Mr. Boyſe had need there. 
fore to produce good Vouchers for his Aſſertion, or 
we muſt reckon it in the ſame Rank with his Account 
of what is done amongſt you. 

10. As to his Aſſerting that many profligate Sinner; 
and Swine are admitted in the Pariſh Churches ; and 
(page 137) that the Pariſh Miniſters take no ſuch 
pains with the People as yours : I ſhall only offer 
theſe things; Firſt, If one ſuch be admitred, it is 
too many; but we ought to be very Charitable in 
that - point ; and *ris better ro admit Ten who Ear- 
neſtly defire the Sacrament, and Receive it with Ap- 

earing Devotion and Reverence , tho” their Hearr: 
þe falſe, than exclude one that is intitled roit, Sx 
condly, Compariſons are odious, yet I dare Appeal 
to your ſelves who differ from us, whether, general- 
Iy Speaking, the Conformable People who Receive 
the Sacrament are not as Juſt, as Charitable, as So- 
ber, as Senſible of thzir Duty to God and to their 
Neighbours, as your ſelves ; and whether you dare 
not Truſt them in Matters of Honeſty and Truth as 
far as you dare truſt one mother : my Office gives 
me ſome advantage towards knowing theſe things. 
and upon the Striteſt Enquiry, T muſt profeſs that I 
neither know nor hear of any ſuch come to the Holy 
Table: and truly the Devotion with which they ge- 
nerally come is ſo great, 2nd ſeems ſo Unaffeced ; 
that I muſt profeſs my ſelf greatly Edifyed by it : 
And it appears to me that the innocency of their 
Lives :s anſ{werable; and therefore Mr. Boyſe has in 
this been very Uncharitable and Unjuſt to rhe Con- 
formable perſons amongſt us, and except he can In- 
Nance ſome of theſe profligate Sinners and Swine ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament, he can never acquit him- 
ſelf to them; nor to ſo conſiderable a Body wa 
waole 
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whole Church, on which he has caſt a RefleQtion. 

As to the Clergy, if their Pains may be Eſtimated 
by the Fruits of —_— Juſtice and Truth amongſt 
their People, and if their People's ofren Offering 
themſelves to come to the Lord's-Supper be any Teſt, 
they ſurely are not behind your Miniſters. Their 
Publick Labours are as great as any Examples of 
Scripture or Antiquity recommend to us, and more 
would only Weary the People; and as to Private 
Diligence, reckon when you will, and you'll find 
them as often at Sick-Beds, and in Private Viſits to 
their People, and rhat they as often Inftrut, Re» 
prove, Adviſe and Admoniſh, as yours do you. I 
will not puſh this any further, or Concur with the 
Obſervation of thoſe who pretend to aſſure us, that 
Enmity to the Eftabliſhed Religion, and Immorali- 
ries, are gotten on one ſide in too many inſtances ; 
only of this I wou'd put you in mind, That whoever 
refuſes ro Communicate with a Church in Prayers or 
Sacraments, by reaſon of the Corruption of its Mem- 
bers or Diſcipline, ought to be well afſured of their 
own Holineſs and Stridtneſs of Walking. 

11, Whereas he Alledges (p. 134.) that your Mi- 
niſters preſs the Receiving the Lord's-Supper more 
than the Conformable Clergy ; and reckons my ſay- 
ing, that your Miniſters rarely Preſs the People to 
Communion, and that you have few Sermons or Diſ- 
courſes to that purpoſe, a groundleſs Accuſation, deny« 
ing the Truth of it : I doubt not bur there are ſome 
of your Party have Written on this Subje& profeſſed- 
ly, but I have ſeen few of them, neither do I believe 
them to be in any proportion comparable to the num- 
ber of ours, of which I have near 80 by me ; and as 
to your Sermons and Diſcourſes, if they preſs the 
Receiving of ir oftner than ir is preſt by us, your 
Miniſters are very unſucceſsful in their Exhortations, 
lince "ris manifeſt by the effeQs, that ſo few are pre- 
vailed on by them; I am rather apt to believe = 
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they have not yet made it ſo much their buſineG # & 
_ ought ; or at leaſt that they have not taken th 

right means to perſwade their Hearers : By the a t: 
count I have had of their Sermons, they rather ten{ 

to deterr poor weak Creatures then encourage them P 
by Magnifying the difficulry and danger of the Up c 
dertaking. r1 

And tho' Mr. Boyſe Affirms in your Names (p. 137.) d 
that you know not one inſtance of a Perſon count; E 
truly Religious amongſt you, that lives to Thirty» p 
Forty Years without Receiving, yet I cannot belies n 
thar you will conſent ro this ; fince there are in truth 
ſo many inſtances of that kind among you, and |] | 
could, if T thought fir, name a repured Profeſſor, and 1 
a great Srickler in your Cauſe, who is of that Age | 
and not only never Received, bur Diſpures for it, and 
blames our Preſling it, as I have met with many who 
do ſo roo. In ſhort, I know many Profeſfors tha 
neither ſeem ill Men, as to their Lives, nor groſly 
ignorant, in the ſame Circumſtances, and their Con- 
verſation has infeQted ſome of our own. 

To conclude, It were as eafie to ſhew that Mr. Boy, 
is as much miſtaken in every matrer of Fa&, where 
in he hath charged me with Falthood, as in theſe; 
but the deſigned ſhortneſs of this Admonition, wil 
not give me leave to purſue them : Theſe are cer- 
tainly ſufficient ro ſhew the Credit he deſerves in 
his other Aflertions. 

Ler me further put you in mind that T am your 
Biſhop, and beheve my ſelf Obliged ro inſpe& and 
enquire into your Prattices, and reprove you whete 
I perceive or beheve you to be Miſ-lead : And I ve 
rily hope by your having had rour Sacramenrs oftner 
aft Year than formerly, that my publick Diſcourſes 
in every Pariſh did contribute to awaken you towards 
it, of which I am heartily glad ; but Mr. Boyſe has 
nothing to do with you or me ; and as he interpoſes 
himſelf without any Call or Reaſon, ſo he wa 

either 
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either withour any, or on very partial information, 
: , , 
I knew theſe things before, bur I never deſign'd 


. to Publiſh them, as looking on them to be apt to 


ive Offeqge, but if you will look over Mr. Boyſe's 
Book, you will be convinced that there is now a ne- 
cefſiry on me to Jay them open 1n ws Fre Juſtifica- 
tion, and I hope there may be ſomerhing of Provi- 
dence in it, ſince it may be a means to G— I 
Eves, and ler you ſee that your Praftice in Worſhip- 
ping God has been ſuch, as your very Advocate dares 
not undertake ro defend it, bur denies the moſt plain 
Matters of Fatt, and that your Miniſters have not 
been ſo diligeat to warn you of theſe Omiſſons as 
might have beer expe&Q:d from them. If rhey had 
been as careful to keep you to the Scripture Rules 
and Chriſt's Inſticutions, as they have been ſtudious 
ro 9311 and keep you from joining with Us, you had 
not 1:in under the preſent Objections, which I fear 
muſt prove Scandalous to all that profeſs Chri- 
Fianiry. 

I thought here to have Concluded what I intended 
to ſay ar rhis time concerning Mr. Boyſe's Remarks ; 
bur I find it may be convenient further to add ſome 
f:vv Obſ:rvations concerning the Merhod Mr. Boyſe 
has raken to defeat rhe deſign of my Book, and ro 
hinder you from joining with us in our Ordinary 
Lerd"s-day Warſhip, by the new Rules and Exceprions 
hz lays down; and by what he objects, particularly 
concerning Our uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm ; 
which he wou'd have you believe that I omitted 

- - 2 F 
b:caufe T was not able to defend ir. 

Bzforz I proczcd ro theſe, I deſire you to con- 
ſider thar it was incumbent on one that would de- 
ten your Cave againſt my Book to have juſtified 
yeur way of Worſhip, by ſhewing that your manner 0 
performing the ſcueral parts of it, as d'/tinguiſht from 
0s, is warranted by Scripture-Precept, or Precedent, or 

4 co 


& dire conſequence from thence, For there ap- 
pears 
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pears no reaſon for your abſenting your ſelves fron 
our Worſhip, except your own be more expreſ 
warranted by the Word of God. Burt inſtead of ug 
derraking this Task, Mr. Boyſe argues agairN} it, and 
condemns the Rule as common only with wild Sets 
ries (ſuch he calls the Quakers, p. 7.) But as ftrif 
as the Rule appears, I have juſtified all the particy 
lar ways of Worſhip to which I invited you, by i 
And if Mr. Boyſe could have done the ſame for your 
he needed not have declined the Rule. But he ſeem 
conſcious that your ways of Worſhip are not defenk 
ble on this principle : And therefore he endeavour 
to furniſh you with other principles for your ow: 
defence, and other objeCtions againſt your joining 
an our Worſhip, viz. 

T. He gives you another Rule for the ordering « 
God's Service. 

IT. He endeavours to perſwade you that the great 
eſt Exception you have againſt joining with us, 1s no 
the matter of Worſhip. 

IT. And Thirdly, He alledges that T have omitte 
to handle that part of Worſhip, againſt which ya 


have greateſt Exception, and that becauſe I could no © 


defend it. 

I deſire you to conſider a little with me what þ 
ſays on each of theſe Heads : 

I. And firſt, As to his new Rule of Worſhip, yo! 
will find it, p. 7. in theſe words, Modes and Circun 
ances of Divine Worſbip— tho neceſſary in general + 
divine Precepts, yet are left in particular to be determ 
ned by Human Prudence. For tho" God has commands 
Publick Prayers, Praiſes, Hearing, Celebration of th: 
Lord's-Supper, &c. yet what time or place we ſa 
Aſſemble in, in what order theſe parts of Worſhip jba 


be performed, What particular devout poſture we ba * 


uſe, among ſeveral equally expreſſrve of our Religios 
Reverence : What Tranſlation of the Bible, or Verſion « 
the Pſalms we ſhall chooſe ; What portion of Scripture 

ſhai 
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ſhall be read, explained, or appiyed ; What Utenſils ſhall 
be imployed in the Celebration of the Sacraments, and 8 
Multitude of ſuch Circumſtances, and Moder of that kind 
are left to Human Determingtion ; only therein the ge« 
neral Rules of Scripture muſt be regarded. And of 

he gives an Example or two, p. 9. God has commonds 
ed us to pray, but he has no where expreſly derimived 
whether we ſhall pray with or without a Set Form of 
Wards ; both ways 4 Praying therefore may be . 
The conſequence from which, is, That Hwynqan Pru- 
dence muſt determine which way is to be uſed. 

This is Mr. Boyſe's great Rule, which he takes for 
granted ; and allows it'1s only by it that your way of 
praiſing God, Praying to him, Reading the Scri 
tures, Sitting at your Prayers, and omitting t 
conſtant ordinary Celebratian of the Lord's-Supper, 
can be juſtified. | 

I deſire you to obſerve the Rule well, and to com- 
pare ir with your former Opinions in this point 
and reſolve whether you would have eaſily accept 
fuch a Rule from Me. 

I defire you further ro abſerve, That tho' our 
way of Ordinary Worſhip needs not this Rule to ju* 
ſtihe it, as have ſhewed in my Book ; yet this Rule 
fully doth ir, in all the parts mentioned in. my Book : 
And Ido not find Mr. Boyſe denies it; or that he 
condemns any one as abſolutely unlawful, in gur Or- 
dinary Lords-day Worſhip. And indeed it juſtifies not 
only our Ordinary Worſhip, but many other things 
that I did not touch. For, 

Firſt, If the derermination of Time for. Publick 
Worſhip be left to Human Prudence, you can have no 
exception againſt our Hely Days, as unlawful ; for 
we have in them, uſed our Prudence to determine 


, [that God fhall be in a x ;rticular manner thanked 


and praiſed on certain Sett times, for the Birth, 
= , [Paſſion , ReſurreQion of our Savi- 


our,, (7c. | 
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- 2dly, If the determination of Utenſils - for 'the Sz 
craments be left ro Haman Prudence, our Fonts, Com: 
munion-Table, Rails, &. are fully warranted. 

3aly, Tf we may by our own Prudence determine al 
circumſtances of Worſhip, our Habits are a circum 
ſtance, and therefore capable of being lawfully de- 
termined. 

4#hly, Tf the determination of Place where we wil 
perform Divine Worſhip, be lefr to our own Pro 
dence, I do not fee how you can blame us for de 
termining that rhe Ordinary Prayers ſhall be offered 
in the Desk, the Sermon made in the Pulpir, and the 
Communzon-Service performed at the Lord's-Table; 
Eſpecially ſince we have declared that there is no 

culiar Holineſs, or efficacy in any of theſe, and 
that they are appointed meerly for Order, Decen- 
cy, and Edification. 

Now tho? I had reaſon to ſuſpe& that you woul! 
never haveReceived ſuch aPrinciple from me, yer ſince 
your Advocate has laid it down, and-your Worſhip 
1s confeſſedly indefentible wichout ir, I may expet 
that you will think your ſelves obliged to ſtand by 
it ; and that you will not judge of your own Wor 
ſhip by one Rule, and of ours by another. 

But further,fince the determination of theſe thing 
according to Mr. Boyſe, is lefc to Human Prudence, it i 
moſt reaſonable thar great caution and care ſhould be 
uſed in determining theſe Modes, lefe undetermine! 
by the Scripture ; and thar ir ſhould not be truſted 
with every private Man ; but be referred ro the 
wiſdom of the Church and Kingdom.; and therefor: 
what the Clergy by their Repreſentatives in Conve- 
cation, and the Laity by their Repretenrarives in 
Parliament, have derermined as prudent concerning 
theſe Modes, methinks ſhould ſtand againſt all pre 
vate Judgments ; which in matters of meer Prudenc 


ought to ſubmit to the general Wiſdom. Eſpecially + 


when what has been ſo getermined, has been — 
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ed by long Cuſtom, and the univerſal Conſent of the 
Churches of God for many Ages. Therefore you 
muſt not hereafter on this principle ask any 

from Scripture for any thiag in our Worſhip, bur 
you muſt prove it expreſly forbidden there, or elſe 
you muſt conform to ir, as being determined b 
Human Prudence : Which in this caſe, by Mr. Boyſe's 
Rule is ſufficient, . . 

I hope by this time you ſes that it was not intereſt 
or deſign to ſerve a Party that made me omit this 
Rule, fince I might have made ſo much uſe of ir: 
But to deal ingeniou2y with you, I could nor approve 
of it in the Latitude Mr. Boy/e propoſes it; andI 
theughr my ſelf obliged not to propoſe any thing ro 
you that I did not approve my ſelf. For I can by 
no means allow that God has left the determination 
of Time, Place, Order, Circumſtances, Poſftures, and 
Utenſils, in all Cafes, to Human Prudence. He has not 
only given us general Rules to praiſe him, pray 
to him, hear his Word, to Worſhip him with our 
Bodies, and to receive his Supper, but he has like- 
wiſe given us many particular Rules and Examples 
concerning each of theſe, to which, if we diligently 
attend and mind the conſequences of them, and a 
ply them to like Cafes, we may have ſufficient Di 
zeQtions from Scripture to order our Worſhip, with- 
out having recourſe to Human Prudence, which is a 
very uncertain and infallible Rule ia the Worſhip 
of God. 

+ TI have colleQted many of theſe particular direQtions 
and examplesin my Book, and ſhewed our Worſhip 

.to be Juſtifiable by the tri letter of them; and 
Jure "ns a grou preſumption to lay alide theſe par- 
ſicular direCttions and examples, and to ſubſtirute 
others in their ſtead, becauſe our own Prudence judg- 
.es them more for Edification. It is nor eaſie for us 
;to agree in the determinations of Human Prudence ; 
but we may eaſily agree in .- plain particular direQi- 
2 oa 
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on of Scripture. . Thus God has detertnined a th. 

y for bur Ordinary Worſhip ; and you'ſee we'have-ng 
difpure abour'it . He has likewiſe given us Precedent 
in'$cripture to perpetuate the memory of ſignal Met. 
cies, by yeatly Solemnities or Feſtivals; 'but becavk 
theſe are nor fo particularly derermined by Sctiprury 
as the other, you may obſerve how difficult 'ris 'for 
vs, 'by Human Pridence, to agree in them : We on 
therefore ro be very Thankful ro God for his pat ric 
kr direQions afforded us in Sctipture, and to ſtick to 
them as cloſe as we can. As for Example : God 
tas nor given us '2ny Precedent of Verſe Pſalm «& 

ymn, in the New Teſtament, either Originalh 

here, or by Tranſlation out of the' Old Teſtament 
in thoſe portions 6f the Old Teſtament Pſalms thx 
are Quoted therein ; but he has-given vs in the Nev 
Teſtament, potirive Precedents of Profe Pſalms ant 
Hymns, both Original and Tranſlated ; and thi 
ought to teach vs what ſort of Tranſlation -is mef 
Þroper to be 6ffer'd ro God in his Praiſes. God he 
ay us examples of folemn Adorations in his' Wot 
ip, of Kneeling, Bowing, and Standing befor 
him ; and this alone 1s ſufhcient to bring you and r 
to uniformity in this point, 

And the like 'may be faid of all thoſe Inſtances! 
have given you in 'my Book; where I have li 
down the particular Rules and Direftions God hv 
yo us for performing the ſeveral parts of his Wor 

ip: In all which the lerrer of the Scriprure is clear} 
on our ſide, and Mr. Boyſe has not oppoſed Scry 
ture ro Scripture ; bur has declined the literal ſen 
in many Cafes wirhout reaſon, and has preferred th 
determinations of Human Prudence in others, as bt 
ing more for Edification than the Scripture Example 
as 15 manifeſt in your manner of Singing Pſalms, an 
many other particulars. But 1 remember the Aps 
ftles Rule, x Cor. 1. 25. The fooliſhneſs of God is w 
ſer than Mex ; the meaneſt example or a 
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Scripture, is to me more concluſive in the Worſhip 
of God, than the moſt wiſe Determination of Human 
Prudence. 

And therefore I conclude that we cannot have a 
more clear or certain Rule, or more likely to unite us 
in God's Service, than what I have laid down in my 
Book; and I intrear you again to compare your Wore 
ſhip with it; and to reform thoſe things that are 
not contained in Scripture or warranted by Example 
ot Holy Men in it, or may not be deduced by clear 
conſequence or pariry of reaſon from them. This 
Rule is plain enough tv any capacity ; and to go a» 
bout to explain it, will only, as Mr. Boyſe has done, 
make it obſcure and uncertain. 

II But 2dly, Mr. Boyſe endeavours to perſwade 
you, That the greateſt exceprion you have againſt 
joyning with us, is not the matter of ou; publick Or» 
dinary Worſhip. 

Hence in his Preface, he tells you, that I have 
taken the greateſt pains to maintain the b-ft, Fortified parts 
of our Churches confſticurion, and left the Feeble un- 
guarded, wnd p. 169. he ſays, That IT take no notice 
of Human Inventions in the Diſcipline of the Church , 
about which, he alledges, That I know the Conteſt be- 
tween the eſtabliſhed Church and —_ chiefly lyes ; 
and upon this he proceeds, and makes many propoſals 
or demands. 

Bur I deſire you to obſerve, Firſt, That my Djf- 
courſe was concerning the Inventions of Mem inrh 
Worfhip of God; and ir is a Subje& large enough, 
ro handle it well, and in ſuch a Method as may help 
the Reader to have a clear underſtanding of ir, is an 
uſeful work, and ſufficient for one Niſcourſe: and 
for Mr. Boyſe to rax me for not writing anorher on 
the Invertzous of Menin the Diſcipline of the Church , 
is very unreaſonable. He js nor pleaſed that I wrote 
this, and yet he would have had me write another on 
a SubjeQ more apt to give offence; for I aſſure 'my 
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ſelf if ever I ſhould write on that Subje&, you woull 
be leſs pleaſed with my performance than in this; 
ſince I muſt look on the general frame of your whole 
Conſtitution (at leaſt ſo far as irs conformable ty 
thoſe Heads of , Agreement that Mr Boyſe owns) to be 
« meer Human Creature, without Warrant from Scrip. 
ture, or any ſufficient Foundation to oblige Mm + 
to ſubmit to diſcipline. 

2. Bur Secondly, when a Man deſires to ſhift hi 
ms "ris a preſumprion that he apprehends him- 
eIFf under ſome diſadvantage in it. And if there 
were not ſomething of this nature, Mr. Boyſe had not 
needed to propoſe enlarging or mulriplying the mat- 
ters in Controverſie, "Tis wed anos | a wiſe contri 
vance in our Common Law, that it allows nor of 
double Plea, but obliges rhe Defendant ro ſtick to one 
thing only. as the moſt eff:Qual means to bring the 
difference between the Parties to a Concluſion ; I 
have reaſon therefore ro do the ſame, and ro de 
cline any further entring into Controverſie, till this 
of Worſhip be driven as far as it can; AsT think 
it is in ſeveral Points, by Mr. Boy/e's own Confeſſion, 
who doth not ſo much as attempt to juſtifie your 

fitting at your Prayers and Thankſgivings, or your 
not ſignifying your Publick Conſent to them by 
your Amen, Tt is much the ſame as to your manner 
and frequency of Communion ; and your not uſing 
the Lord's-Prayer , and your way of ſinging Pſalms, 
which is acknowledged to be Un-Scriptural, and in 
ſeveral other Inſtances: Therefore let theſe be 
Reformed firſt, and then it will be proper to con- 
fider the Reſt. 
dly, Our Conſtitution and Diſcipline are certain 
= determined, being laid down in our publick Au- 
thentick Records, by which we are obliged ro be 
judged. Bur there is no ſuch Sertlement of your 
irution or Rules of Diſcipline ; you have a Con- 
on for your Faith, and a DwueQory for your = | 
il ip; 


conſtitution of Government or Diſcipline. 
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ſhip: and we can compare them with ours, and 
—o_ which are moſt agreeable to the Sct ; + and 
therefore it is a proper Work for a' Biſhop of 
the Church -ro examine them by that Rule. But 
T know of noAuthentick Declaration rom your 
ropo- 
ſals were indeed made by the Aſſembly of Divines to 
that purpoſe ; bur rejefted by the Parliament, and 
many of your Party, and looked on as inconſiſtent 
with the Laws of the Kingdom, and Liberty of the 
Subje& ; and therefore rill it be agreed among you, 
and declared in ſome Authentick way, - what your 
Diſcipline and Conſtitution is, and by what Rules 
you proceed in your Judicarories, I think it very 
vnneceſſary to diſpute with any Perſon in his ous 
Capacity, what his Sentimenrs are as to theſe Points, 
and eſpecially ſince I believe Mr.Boyſe's Senſe of theſe 
things is much different from yours, both as to the 
Officers, Rules. and Manner of proceeding in your 
Judicatures ; infomuch as you are nor yet agreed who 
ſhall have the full Power of the Keys, whether a 
ſingle Congregation or a Presbyrery. 
* 4bly, The Worſhip of Gad, is the great and imme- 
diate Buſineſs of the Church, a'1d for rhe due } go" 
mance thereof, Officers are appointed chiefly, and 
Aſſemblies held ; whereas Diſcipline is but a hand- 
maid to it, and deſigned to keep it pure. And there- 
fore the difference in Diſcipline ought to make no ſe- 
paration from our Aſſemblies, as long as that MWhr- 
Jhip is performed according tro the appointment of 
God, as to the Matter and Manner of it. 

There were great Defe&ts and Diſorders in the Dif 
Cipline of rhe Church of Corinth; yer the Apoſtle 
dorh mot adviſe the Sound Part ro hold Meetings ſe- 
parate from the other : And therefore, befcre any 
defefts in Diſcipline be objefted to us, ſome Pre:> 
dent or Command in Scripture onght to have been 


. produced, Warranting on the account of Diſcipline, 
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the gathering 2 Congregation of one Party of Chri. 
ſtians ia the ſame place, diftin& and ſeparate fron 
others, who worſhip God in true Faith and Holinek 
and in a way Warranted by rhe Holy Scriptures, 
end if there be no Conimand or Precedent in Scrip 
ture for any ſuch PraRtice as this, I think it is eviden 
that you ought nor, on the account of the defetts « 
Diſcipline (which when all is don» are for the grew 
eſt part pretended, not real) abſent your ſelves fron 
our Aſſemblies for Worſhip, eſpecially when you han 
none elſe ro go to on the Lord 5-day. 

And this will appear yet more reaſonable, whe 
you conſider thoſe Demands in particular, whic| 

T. Boyſe has made to us concerning Diſcipline in hy 
Appendix; none of which, if they were as he repre 
ſents them (as they are really far otherwiſe) ought t 
hinder your joining in our Worſhip, which the 
do not concern or effe&. I will only give you tw 
or three Examples in the moſt material of them 
The firſt concerns the difference of Biſhops and Prieft 
wherher they differ in Degree or Order. May no 
we Receive the Lord's-Supper together, tho" th 
Popiſh Schoolmen, to advance the Pope's Power ani 
depreſs Biſhops, held that a Biſhop and Prieſt differs 
only in Degree, not .in Order : A Queſtion I pe 
ſuade my ſelf, few of you will underſtand, and hs 
no relation to that Sacrament ; ſince (however ! 
be) both Biſhops and Prieſts have Power given theo 
to Adminiſter it. 

The like may be obſerved of the 5th. Demand ; Judg 
your ſelves hacker it any ways interferes with ou: 
going into the Houſe of God as Friends, that our Churci 
allows a more poſitive Abſolution to a fick Man or 
his ſubmitting himſelf to the Cenſure and Judgpen 
of a Miniſter, by an huntble Confeſſion of ſome { 
cret Sins that torment his Conſcience, than in othe: 
caſes; and yer this is one thing Mr. Boyſe offegs as1 
Bar to your Union with us mm his 57h. Dithand. 
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The ſame may be faid of the 7th. that concerns the 
Examvihation of Miniſters ro be Ordained ; fince it 
no ways hinders a Man's comfortable living under 
the Miniftry of his Spirirml Guide, if he be really 
blamelefs (as I hope thofe in this Dioceſs :re) that 
our Canons are nor very tri in the point of Ordi- 
nation, as Tong =s they are as ſtrit as rhe Apoſtles, 
1 Tim. 3. And indeed to ſuch a degree, that fome 
who have been found unquahfied and inſufficient for 
Learning by them, are received as Preachers amongſt 
you, after being rejeted by us. Of which T have one 
Notorious Example finceT came to this Dioceſs. 

The like may be obſerved in the 11th, Demand, 
that concerneth the peoples intereſt in chooſing their 
Miniſter ; which can no ways excuſe your abfentin 
your ſelves from our Worſhip, or refuſing oor Mint- 
try, as long as our Miniſters are good Men and fit 
for their Office : nay, much betrer and ficter, by the 
confeſſion of ſome of your ſelves, than thoſe for 
whom ſome Pariſhes in this Dioceſs have Perti- 
tioned, when Vacancies happened. As appears in 
three or four Inſtances ſince I came to it. 

I cannot ſee to what good purpoſe the propoſing 
theſe can ſerve, or why they ſhould be debated on 
this occaſion. Government and Diſcipline are very 
intricate m_ in themſelves, and few of you are 
capable of derermining the Queſtions relating to 
them ; but rhe Rules relating to Worſb/p are plain, 
and you are indiſpenſibly required to Worſhip God , 
tho* many things in the Government of the Church 
ſhould be amiſs, and it ſhould be beyond your pow- 
er ro =P them. 

5. Laſtly, I can by no means allow that Mr. Boyſe 
had any reaſon to make fach Demands as theſe, or 
to expeCt any anſwer tothem. All the occaſion he 
pretends for rhem, is, becauſe T made ſome 
to your Miniſters in the Conchafion of my diſcourſe ; 
one of whigh concerned the Exerciſe of your Diſci- 
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pline, that it might be wich leſs offence to us, and 
advantage to our common Chriſtianity ; and from 
thence he concludes that I cannot take it ill if w 
(faith he, p. 170.) wſe rhe like freedom, in offering 
with all Humility the following requrfs. But that the 
Caſe is no ways the ſame, nor the requeſts equal, 
will appear if you conftder, Firſt, The Perſons con- 
cerned inthem ; Secondly, The Things demanded 
And Thirdly, The manner of propoſing them. 

1. As to the Perſons concerned, I may punt you in 
mind, that the Laws of the Kingdom, and of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, have Conſtitured me Biſhop of 
this Dioceſs; And rho' you do not own my Autho- 
rity, as duly received from Chriſt, yer T my ſelf am 

rſuaded jt is ſo; and thar the dury TI lye under 
how my Conſ«cration Vow , obliges me to watch 0- 
ver, and to endeavour to inſtruft and adviſe you out 
of the Holy Scriptures. But Mr. Boyſe has no ſuch 
relationto thoſe he takes on him to adviſe. He has 
yer owned no proper Church beyond his ſingle Cons 
gregation : He has owned no Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
rure on Earth, ro whom he and his Congregation 
are accountable by the Laws of Chriſt. He can 
claim no Authority over any other Congregation 
then his own ; or challenge ſo much as to be a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt to any other, if they pleaſe ro que- 
ſion it, without a new Urdination , as appears 
from thoſe Heads of Agreement, (Ch. II. Sctt. 6.) 
produced by himſelf. Now if there were no more, 
this makes a very manifeſt difference in our Caſes. 
But if you further conſider ro whom his demands are 
made, it will appear yet greater. I only addrefſed 
my ſelf ro thoſe of your Miniſters that are in this 
Dioceſs, and deſigned my Book ſhou'd go no far- 
ther. Bur Mr. Boyſe propoſes his ro the whole con- 
formable Clergy; Nay, to the King and Parlia- 
ment, and to the whole Laity of England and Ire- 
land, and this he doth in the name ot your whole 

Party, 
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Party, as if he were your Repreſentative : From 
which you may ſee what a Figure he takes to him- 
elf. 

4 2. Bur Secondly, There is as great a difference in 
the rhings demanded, as in the Perſons concerned. My 
requeſts were only in ſuch things as I ſuppoſed in- 
offenſive ; in which we really agreed, and were in 
your own Power to grant me, without altering any 
thing eirher in your Conſtitution or Principles. 
And in theſe I had reaſon ro hope for your Compli- 
ance: And do yet more then hope for it Bur ſeve- 
ral of the things which Mr. Boyſe _—_— concern 
Temporal Matrers, ſuch as were in the Power only 
of King and Parliament ; Others are ſuch as we 
think very unreaſonable ro be asked ; And others 
are founded on moſt unjuſt Repreſentations of our 
Praftices and Principles ; which if truly Repreſen- 
red need no Reformation ; as may appear from his 
adding to, and taking from our 3 and 4 Canons, 
p. 179. And may further appear in the 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 
8, 11, 12, 13 Requeſts. From all which it wou'd 
ſeem that theſe Requeſts were rather made to amuſe 
you, then that he cou'd ſeriouſly expe& we ſhou'd 
regard them. 

3. And indeed as the Perſons and Matters are ve- 
ry different, ſo the way of propoſing them is no leſs 
contrary to that uſed by me. By his own Confeſſion 
] gave no ill Language , I charged you with nothing 
that was ſo much as doubtful ; but if you pleaſe to 
read over his Requeſts, T dare leave it to your own 
my ap whether he has obſerved the ſame temper. 

e 15 not content to load our Church with many 
oundleſs Imputations, but he expoſes the King- 
om and Proteſtant Inhabitants of it, as again over- 
ſpread with Swearing, Profanation of the Lord's-Day; 
Uncleanneſs, Pride, Luxury, &«c. (p. 182) an Impu- 
tation that 1 can by no means allow to be general ; 
There being I am perſuaded, by the goodneſs 1 
God, 
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God, a manifeſt abatement of theſe im this Diocs 
Bur however the Matter be, tro make ſuch Dem 
as theſe in Print, which perhaps one in a thouſan 
of thoſe rhat are concerned in them ſhall never { 
may ſerve tro furniſh our common Adverſaries wit 
Arguments againſt You and Us ; and may exafj 
rate and furniſh you with ObjeRions againſt unirny 
with os; but can never ferve to amend what mi 
be really amiſs in your prattice ; which T am ſure we 
the deſign of what F wrote: And I hope 'rwill 

that it was ſo, ro every one that will ſeriouſ 
review my Addreſs to your Miniſters 

IM. The Third Allegation uſed by Mr. Boyſe 1 
take off the force of my Book, is, That I have omit 
ted ro handle that part of our Worſhip againſt whid 
you have greateſt Exception. Thus p. 163. he tar 
me, That 1 have omitted ones material part of Divin 
IWorſhip about the manner of performing which, the an 
reff between the Eſtabliſhed Thurch and Diſſenters ant 
moſt direfly concern this charge of Human Inventions = 
viz. Baptiſm, This he imputes to want of Candee 
and Ingenuity: And gives me many hard words abov 
it ; and more particularly infiſts on the Sign of th 
Croſs, which he intimates that I did not mention bs 
Eanſe T could not defend it. 

This then I fuppoſe is one of the moſt feeble Placer d! 
our Church-Service that T have left unguarded, T mol 
heattily wiſh that all our differences were reduce 
to this one; and that you cou'd as eaſily clear you 
ſelves from introducing the Inventions of Men into 
the Service of God, as we can clear our ſelves in thi 

rticular. And to convince you that I am in earne/ 
i will give you a ſhort Account of my thoughrs 
ir 4 by which you may know what credit Mr. Boyſe! 
ConjeQures concerning me, ought to have with you, 

Firſt therefore I will ſkew you why I omitted thi 

art of God's Service in my Book. Secondly, Tha 
. Boyſe's Argumeats againſt the Croſs in Bapriſn 
are 
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are of no force. Thirdly, That the «ſe of the Croſs 
in Baptiſm is Warrantetl by the Holy Sctiprures. 

oy then T omitted this part of Worſhip, be» 
cauſe 'it was Occaſional not Ordinary. In 'my Iitrodu- 
ion, 'N. 5. T'engaged only to conſider the Ordinar 
Servire of God, and the main ſubPantial Parts theregt. 
I was'ſenſible that you were obliged to bar God 
Publickly every Lord's-day, -and are anſwerable 'for 
your negle& if you do not when you may ; and there- 
fore judged ir of great moment ro clear from (Excep- 
tions thoſe parts of our Worſhip in which you are 
obliged to join with us on thoſe Days. 'Bur you have 
not that ſame conſtant neceffity to. join 'in Baptiſm ; 
and your Exceptions againſt it cou'd be no jult Rea- 
ſon to hinder your Attendance in other Ordinary 
Parts of Worſhip which you might very well do, 
tho' you -ſcrupled Ba _ your' Children with" rhe 
Sign of the Croſs: E = ly ſince in cafe of neceſ- 
firy our Church had allowed you Baprifm for . them 
without ir, or Godfathers, \as appears in -our © 
for private Baptiſm. | 

2.'I found the defefts and additions of your Di- 
_ ſo very great in this Office of Boppifmn, that 
thought they deſerved a Diſconrſe by themſelyes, 
and am ftill of the ſame Opinion. 

Firſt, There is no expreſs Covenant orflered in 
your DireCtory, ro be made in the Name of the 
Child Baptifed, either by the Parent or any elſe, tho' 
there be no other known way of engaging a Child, 
that cannot Covenant for it ſelf. Secon ly, There is 
no profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith required in the 
DireQtory from the Parent or Offerer of any Child. 
Thirdly, There is no folemn [Recognition © of the 
Vow of Baptiſm required from' Perſons ' Baptiſed in 
their Infancy, when they come to underſtand their 
Dury, as it 1$ ih Confirmation with us. Fourthly, The 
expreſs words of the Covenant are not vreſcribed our 
of rhe Word of God, bur. ic;is left to the difcrerion 

of 
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of every Miniſter to impoſe what he will on the Bapti. 
ſed ; and ſome have been very indiſcreet in this point, 
impoſing the ſolemn League and Covenant on per. 
ſons thar brought Children ro be Bapriſed, or elſe 
refuſing them Baptiſm : all which are obſerved by 
Mr. Baxter, an eminent Man of your Party, many 

ears ago in his Infant Baptiſm, Chap. 6 Obje#.1. where 

e complains that they were taken away from you 
when you were in afual Poſſeſſion of them; for the 
Subſtance of theſe (faith he) was in the Common Pray- 
er : and he gives usto underſtand with regret that 
theſe plain Duties were wiped out , and the Direfory 
made more defeftive than the Common- Prayer in ths 


int. 
"I beſides theſe defeAts in matters of ſo high me- 
ment as the Covenant of God, there are icveral Addi. 
tional Conditions required by your ar” a ; CON- 
trary to Scripture Precedents; ſuch as (1n Mr. Boyſe's 
Phraſe may be reckoned) Stated Appendages of this 
Sacrament ; for it is ordered, thar Baptiſm is not 
ro-be Adminiſtred in private places, but 4n the place 
of publick —_— and in the face of the Congre- 
gation. A Rule direQly contrary ro Scripture Pre- 
cedents ; and by which many that have had a juſt Ti- 
tle to Baptiſm, and ſome that have been very deſirous 
of ir, withour any fault of their own, have been de- 
nied the benefit of it. Chriſt Commands us to Teach 
all Nations, Baptiſing them, &rc. and He that vepents 
and belicves is Entituled ro Baptiſm, whatever his cir- 
cumſtances are ; but tho' a Man do both theſe, and 
profeſs them in the moſt hearty manner, yer if he be 
not able to go to a Publick Place of Worſhip, or can« 
not procure a Congregation to be preſent, he ſhall 
die without this Sacrament, meerly on. the account 
of this rigid ceremoniouſneſs of *% DireQory : and 
many Children have thus died ; which in this point 
is literally that Sin our Saviour taxeth, Mark 7. 13. 
Making the Word of God of none effef through your tra- 
dition; I might 
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I might inſtance in ſome other things as material 
as theſe, butTI hope this may be ſufficient ro convince 
you thar it was not for warit of matter of exception, 
that F deferred im ing my thonghrs to you on 
this part of Gods Worſhip, and indeed T-am afraid 
chat now they may not reliſh well with you; bur TI 
deſire you ro conſider thit I have been forced to do 
it in my own Juſtificaribn. 

HI. 1am now in the Second place to ſhew you that 
Mr. Boyſe's Arguments againſt the Croſs in Baptiſm 
are of no force. His great Obje&tion againſt ir, is, 
That we make it a new Humane Sacrament , and then 
ic muſt be a Human Ihwention ; and he owns that ge- 
nerally all Difſenters have agreed to condemn it on 
this account as unlawful, bur I doubt not to make 
ir appear that we aſcribe nothing of a Sacramental 
natureto it; and that ir is a great Injuſtice ro alledge 
(as he doth) that we Teach otherwiſe. T am rt 
more willing to handle this Subje&, becauſe I find 
many of you ill Inſtrufted in the nature of Sacra» 
ments, and hope whar I ſay may be uſefal ro you. 

I deſire you therefore to conſider that there are 
Three things neceſſiry ro make up a Sacramens. 
Firſt, an Out xard Viſible Sign inſtituted by God, ſigni= 
fying ſome Spiritual Grace or Benefit which we expef# 
from him. 2dly, An Obligation on Ged by ſome pro- 
miſc of his, to grant us that Spiritual grace or benefit 
when we duly uſe the viſible Sign. 3dlv. Our uſe of 
this outward ſign : For from the other two 1: follows as 
a Conſequence, that if we wilfully omit or neglef the 
uſe of that outward or wiſible Sign appointed by God , 
we muſt uot expett the Spiritual Grace or Benefit Signi- 
fried by it. 

I rhink it neceſſary to prove by Scripture, firſt, that 
each of theſe belong to a Sacrament. And, 2dly To 
ſhew that we aſcribe none of them to the Croſs in 
Baptiſm, and conſequent!y rhat it hath nothing of 
a Facrament in it. | 

he firſt Sacrament we find in Scripture is Circumci« 
fin, 
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fon, inſtituted by God, Gen. xyii. 141. Ye ſball circum- © 
ciſe the fleſh of your fereckin, and it ſhall be a token of | 
the Covenant between me and you. Here Circumciſag | 
the fleſh of the forekin is the outward and viſible Sign © 
inſtituted by ' God ; and the (puimal grace or ,be © 
nefit is the Covenant, whereof 1t is called a Token, Þ 
and when ir was duly obferved, it laid an obligation 
on God to be a God to the perſon ſo circumciſeg, ac-* 
cording to God's promiſe v. 7. .1 will eftabliſh my Gave 
nant between gue and thee and thy ſeed after thee —— = © 
to be a God uno thee and thy ſeed after thee, And laſt _ 
Iy mrhoever wilfully refuſed or neglefted this Sign, loſt 
the ſprityal grace or benefit ſignafyed by it. Accor- 
dong to which we find in = 14 v. and The wacir- 
cxonciſed man-child whoſe fleſh of his foreckin is not cir- 4; | 
eumciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut. of from-his people, "1 
hath broken my Covenant. Thelike is obſervable in the © 
inſtitution of the Paſſover, another Sacrameat of the * 
old Teſtament. "'F 
But we are more eſpecially concerned in the $a-** | 
craments of the New. And therefore I will ſhew that”, 
theſe three things are to be found in each of them. > 
Firſt inthe Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper ; the Bread 1; , 
and Wine are appointed by Chriſt to ſignifie his Bog > 
and Blood: Here is the firſt thing; An outward and. , 
viſible Sign appointed by God to ſignifie ſome Spiritual © , 
grace or benefit. 2dly. The Bread and Wine are de © 
clared to be the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, rt. Cor,x 16. The Cup of Bleſſmg which w: * 


"*-# 


bleſs, Is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ! y 
The bread that we break, Is it mot the Communion « 

the Body of Chriſt ? For we being: many are one Bread 

and one Body, for we are all partakers of tha: One bread 
Here is the 2d. thing required 'in a Sacrament, * 
even an obligation on God when we duly uſe theſe * ; 
outward Signs #0 communicate to us the Body and p 
Rlood of Chriſt, and make ys one Body amongſt out } , 
ſelves. 3dly, Whoever negligently or wilfully ont: - Þ 
w/e. 
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py. uſe of theſe Signs muſt expett to loſe the Spiritual Grate 
of © or Benefit ſignified by them ; that it is the Communion of 
yg Chriſt's Body and Blood : for he who wilfully or neg- 
m © ligently omits Communicating in the Lord's-Supper 
| when he may have it, plainly betrays a defett in 
& his Faith ; ſince nothing caa hinder us from feeding 
on the Body and Blood of our Saviour in his Supper 
- © but want of Faith to feed on him in.our Hearts, and 
+ > therefore when we wilfully negle& rhe uſe of theſe 
» * Signs, we muſt nor expett the Spiritual Grace or Bene- 
ſt. fir from God, that is, rhe Communion of the Boaly and 
Nt * Blood of Chrift, which is the thicd thing required in 
r- _ a Sacrament. . 
irs I am afraid few are truly convinced of this Truth, 
i and yet till rhe generality be convinced of it, we 
hk can never expe& a, conftant Celebrarion of this Sa- 
he” crament from Miniſters, or a conſtant Receiving 
he” of it from the People.; nos will ir be poſſible ro 
> reſtore the Diſcipline of the Church to irs vigour, 
a till People apprehend the Danger of not Cormmu- 
ut? nicating; for rhe Force of Diſcipline depends chief 
m.*ly on keeping refraftory Sinners from the Lord's- 
ad 37 Supper : The want of which, by this Do&trine, is {> 
1 = penal, that whoever in earneſt believes ir, will readi- 
ly fubmir ro any terms that are not direaly ſinful, 
wa . rather than be debarred from ir. 
de- Baptiſm is the other Sacrament of the New Teſta« 
7: ment, which Chriſt Inſticruted, Matthew 28. 19. Go 
F Je therefore and teach all Nations, Baptiſing them in the 
|" Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, The Spiri- 
% *ritval Grace or Benefit of which is declared to us, 
= yRom. 6. 4. We are buried with him by Baptiſm into 
0d. 4 Death ; that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead 
nt 2 by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
Wn 2 28 m—_— of Life. A Death therefore unto Sin, 
and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs is the Spiri- 
tual Grace or .Benefic ſigni by the Out- 
ward Sign of Water, appointed by Chriſt in Bar- 
D film 
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tiſm : which is the firſt thing neceflary to a Sacre” 
ment. , 
2. Chriſt has promiſed, Mark 16. 16. That he the. 
believeth and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved : Which is = 
Obligation on God by his promiſe, to give to thok 
who rightly uſe this Sign the g_- Grace or 
ſignified by it; which is the ſecond thing | 
ite in a Sacrament. * 
3. The wilful negle& or refuſal of this Sacramen:” 
is damnable, and depriverth the obſtinate refuſer 
the Spiritual Benefi ſignified in it; according t 
John 3, 5. Except a Man be born of Water and th 
Spirit , he cannot exter into the Kingdom of Gul” 


Which Is the third thing we find requiſite in a 


$6 
crament. 

Ler us now in the Second Place ſee whether N 
Church aſcribes any of theſe to the Croſs in Baptiſm”. 
for if we do not, it is a great miſrepreſentation tr 
ſay as Mr. Boyſe doth, p. 164. That there wants 
thing but Divine Inſtitution to make it as much a 
crament as Baptiſm it ſelf. 

Firſt then, we do not Teach that the Sign of ti 
Croſs was Inſtituted by God to ſignifie any Spiri 
Grace or Benefit we expett from him. On the cow* 
rrary it _—_ only the Duty we owe to God. It 
is not uſed to ſignifie any Grace or Benefit commun* 
cated from God to us, as Sign: do in Sacraments ; bu” 
only to ſignite the return we ought to make to Golf 
for the Benefits he has vouchſated us in Baptiſm® 
That is, Not to be aſhamed of Chriſt Crucified, bs 
manfully to Fight under his Banner, and continue his 
diers and Servants. | 

The firft Thing therefore neceſſary to the natu 
of a Sacrament is altogether wanting to the $i 
the Croſs. And it was incumbent on Mr. Boyſe to they, 
us what Spiritual Grace or Benefit from God this Si, 
ſignified wich us, before he affirmed it to want nc 
thing to make it a Sacrament, as much as  * 
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wy For ſince Baptiſm ſignifies 4 death unto Sin, and 4 
** new birth unto Righteouſneſs, which are Spiritual Graces 
ba” we ex immediately from God, he ought to have 
mY ſhhew'd ſome ſuch Spiritual Graces or Benefits which 
ot we imploy the Croſs ro ſignifie, or elſe it plainly 
ms wants this part of the Nature of a Sacrament. 
® Bur Secondlv, The ſecond =_ is as much wants 
2 ing. Our Church never Taught that God was obſi- 
ye ged by any promiſe, or that we ought to expe& on 
* 02 our due uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, that God would 
"> grant us any greater Benefit by ir. On the contrary, 
th 2 we unanimouſly Teach that the Croſs is not uſed to 
ou 2 ſignifie any Spiritual Grace or Benefit expeted from 
$2 God, but to profeſs and declare a duty of ours to 
offtin even that we ought not to be aſhamed of his Suffe- 
or rings: Our Church Teacheth us to expe, rhat where- 
iſm; las by Nature we are Children of Wrath, we ſhall in Bap- 
1 W3:;/m be made Children of God, And in the Sacrament 
 ®Yof the Lord's-Supper, we are Taught ro expe& The 
Wftrengthning and refreſhing of our Souls by the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, as our Bodies are by Bread and Wine : 
But we are not Taught to expe& any ſuch thing in 
he uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, or that God has an- 
xed any ſuch promiſe to it: And therefore to al- 
, Eedge that according to our Church there is nothing 
wn wanting but Divine Inſtitution to make the Sign of *he 
W3Creſs, as much a Sacrament as Baptiſm it ſelf, is a miſ- 
UMNFepreſentation, without ground or colour. Ler me 
iſm add that this Obligation on God by promiſe, to 
, Trant us the Spiritual Grace or Benefit ſignified by it, 
5 pn our due uſe of the Sign. is the very thing that 
onſticutes a Sacrament, and diſtinguiſhes ic from 
other Signes ; and this being wanting, tho? a Sign, 
FFud all other things like a Sacrament, yet it would be 
30 more a Sacrament, then an Image, that in every 
; Sin@hing elſe (except a Soul) were like a Man wou'd 
de a Man, 
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Burt Thirdly, As the two Firſt things neceſſary th. 


a Sacrament are wanting to it, according to our Do; 
Atrine, ſo is the Third; ſince we do not Teach tha: 
the negleCting or omitting this Sign deprives us < 
any Spiritual Grace, IF we wilfully negle& or refuſe 
Baptiſm "tis a damnable Sin, and deprives us of ou 
Title ro the Kingdom of Heaven : And the like 

Teach conceraing wilful neglc& of the Lora's-$ 
per, Thar it deprives us of the Nouriſhment whi 
we ſhould derive from the participation of the Bod 
and Blood of Chriſt. But we never Taught an; 
ſuch thing concerning the $Sizz of the Croſs. Neithth 
can any luch thing be ſheved in our Articles. Comm® 
or Offices : On the contrary, the zoth. Canon expreſl; 
Teaches, That the Sign of the Croſ7, uſed after Ba 
tiſm, addeth nothing to the Verrue or Perfe& 
thereof : Nor it it bz omitted, doth it take any things 
from the ſubſtance or efficacy thereof, And a® 
cordingly when omitted in private Baptiſm by On 
der of the Church, 'tis declared that in that «© 
all is well done, and according to aue Order concerning 
Baptiſing the Child. T conclude therefore direWt% 
contrary to what Mr. Boyſe alledges, That beſides [ 
wine Inſtitution, every thing is wanting to make the Sigh 
of the Croſs a Sacrament, that is preper to Baptiſm i 
any other Sacrament : And I muſt prof-fs that I fhndes 
little ſtrength in this Argument again the Croſs as 
anv that Mr. Byſe has produced on the other Heab# 
and the whole force of it ſeems to me ro proces 
from two Miſtakes concerning the Nature of i, 
eraments, Fuſt, As if they were Signs from 
to God, and not wholly from God ro us. And i, 
condly, As if we were ro learn the Nature of $a 

ments from the Schools, and rhe partial Definitic 
of intereſted Dilputants, and not from the Holy Scri 
tures only. Hence he has nor given us one place 
Scripture ro prove his impzrfe& Account of a Sac 
ment, ». 464. Burt inſtcad thereof tells us of tf 
4 Cn 
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* Croſs being ſet up to repreſent Chriſt Crucified. Our 
> being brought under ſolemn Obligations to confeſs the 
= Faith of Chriſt, and of Moral Caſuality aſcribed to 
| this Ceremony. All which have lirtle ro do with the 
Nature of a Sacrament. T would have you better con- 
Wy fider for what a Sacrament is intended, then that 
you ſhould be led ro uſe theſe as the only D:fign of 
Fir: If we keep to the Holy Scriptures, and to 
the Words thzreof, as I have laid them down, we 
22 ſhall have a much better underitanding of its Na» 
= rure, 

2 1IT. Bur to proceed in the Third place, I fay that 

gt the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm is Warranted by Scrip- 
ell ure. And here I muſt deſire leave ro be ſomething 

5 e and J—_— that I may explain this Point to 

| _. apacitizs: And in order to enable you to 

4 judge of it, I deſire you to conlider, 

. That we are obliged to expreſs the inward Re- 
——_— and Senſe of our Min1s concerning God, 
by ſome outward means; whereby we may preſerve 
and increaſe thar Sznſe in our ſelv es, and may make 
Yzppcar ro others what we thiak of God and Ho: 
hings. Thus we are obliged to expreſs our Sente 
©R of Go" $ Excellmcies, by Bra; iſ:r; our S2nſe of our 
»\ Dependance on him, 'by Conf. ſim of his Power and 
3 Prayers ; our Senſe of having Ofended himby Conſc/ion 
| 14d of our Sins, and our Reſolution of Amendm:s: by Pro- 
© miſe and [ows. 

2. The Scriptures command us to expreſs theſc-in- 
Zvard Thoughts and Senſe of our Minds, by i@/ons, 
s well as by Words, Thus we exprets the $. 4b miſſion 
Hof our Minds, by Adoration ; our Humiliry before 
God, by Kneeling or Proſiration, &c. Which Aon, 
he Scriptures have as owch W arrant<d, in our 
YAddrefſes to God, as they have Words, and generally 
ſpeaking, they are rather more Efcual and Sin- 
cere Expreſſions of th? Senſe of our Minds, then 
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3. The Scriptures teach us to m_ our Thought | 
and Senſe of our Minds, in ſuch Words and Ations 
as on other ſerious Occaſions ſerve ro expreſs the 
like Senſe and Diſpoſitions of Mind : So that we. 
are not to invent new Words or AQtons to ſignifi 
our Submiſſion or Thankfulneſs, &c. to God ; bu 
we are to uſe ſuch as the general Cuſtom of ou”: 
Country have made ſignificant in the like Caſes ; for-- 
by uſing them, our Neighbours will beft underſtand. 
us, and we our ſelves will be moſt likely to be ſtirrel® 
up by them. 
That it is our Duty to uſe theſe 4#ions in the Wor. 
ſhip of God, will appear from the whole Tenour of - 
the Scriptures : Thus, becauſe bowing the Body in all 
laces of the World argues Reſpe#, therefore th” 
$crigrnren warrant our bowing when we come inty 7 
God's Preſence : Thus, becauſe by the general Cu 
ſtom of the World, Kneeling is a token of humbl; 
Supplicating thoſe to whom we Kneel ; therefore i” 
our Confeſſions and humbleſt Addreſſes to God th 
Scriptures preſcribe to us to Kneel ; Thus, becaut” 
Servants fand when they attend their Maſters, thers* 
fore in our Praiſe; and in ſome other Services we pa* 
to God, the Scriptures Warrant us to _=_ Thu” 
becauſe in the Eaſtern Countries thoſe rhar came into. 
the Courts of Princes put off their Shoes out 
neatneſs or reſpeft, therefore God ſometime require” 
his Worſhippers to approach his preſence in the lik 
manner. Thus, becauſe it was the Cuſtom for Mw" 
ſters to give their Servants a new Name, at ther” 
admiſſion into their Families, therefore God gan? 
Abraham a new Name, at his admitting him to hi 
peculiar Service ; and hence came the Cuſtom 
giving a Name at Circumciſion. Thus, it was the 
Cuſtom of the World to expreſs a Senſe of dee 
Sorrow by Faſting, lying on the Ground, coveri 
themſelves with Sackcloath, Renring their Garment 
and Beating their Bodies ; and hence we find He 
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” Men ufing all theſe, to expreſs their Sorrow for 
ht” their Sins. Thus, rhey expreſſed their Religious as 
on? well as Civil Joy, by Singing, Feaſting, cing, 
the Cnding Portions to their Friends, by White Gar- 
2 ments, and more then Ordinary Neatnefs in their 

Dreſs And of this Nature there are many other 
® Inſtances, which fully ſhew us, That rhe Scriptures 
7} warrant us to makeuſe of ſuch fir ARtions to expreſs 

> our Thoughts and Senſe of Religious Things, as 
nr) the Cuſtom of each Country has made proper and 
*» ſignificant to expreſs the Paſſions of our Minds on 

other Occaſions ; and do no more bind us to the 
w particular A#ions of Holy Men mentioned there- 
: ys 1, if they have Joſt their Significancy, then they 
*” © bind us to their Words, which we do not under- 
t%* ftand. This appears from many Inſtances of Scrip- 
IM” ture-Afioxs now diſusd by us, and of others 
b brought into uſe, Particularly, that of Uncovering 
9! the Head; an Attion never uſed in Scripture as a 
: +, = Sign of Reverence, yer lawfully uſed by us 
= (from the forementioned implyed Rule of Scrip- 
* ture) becauſe Cuſtom has given it a general Signiti- 
cation of Reſpe&. 
MS 4 Glorying in the Sufferings of Chriſt, and profeſ- 
> fing our ſelves ready to follow him, even to the 
ns moſt ignominious Death on the Croſs, is a Dury in- 
cumbent on us by the Scripture, Gal. 6. 14. God 
likes forbid I ſhould Glory ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
”, Chriſt, therefore we ought ro expreſs this Dury, and 
hee Glory in it, by ſuch ourward Means as are moſt 
; proper, and do moſt <ffeQually and generally Sig- 
nific it. And fince by univerſal Cuſtom there are 
Attions as well as Words that ſignifie this our Glory» 
ing in the Creſs of Chriſt, Scriprure-Precedents war- 
rant and oblige us to uſe both. 

5. Making the Sign of the Croſs, is an Aftion which 
Univerſal Cuſtom in all Ages and Churches fince 
the Apoſtles Time till the —_—— have applyed 
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to Signifie your Glorying in the Sufferings of Chrif, > 
and 'ris underſtood by all thoſe: that have heard of ©: 
Chriſtianity, tho' Enemies to it, to have this Signifi- | 
cation, Therefore the Scriptures warrant the uſe © 
of it to this purpoſe, as much as fanding uncovered © 
in token of Reverence at our Prayers, and the Þ 
Scriptures themſelves have given the occaſion and 
ground and warrant for this ſignification of the 
Croſs, by expreſſing our undertaking and owning + 
the Chriſtian Religion by rhe phraſe of raking up 

the Croſs, Matr. 16. 24. If any Man will come afte 
me, let him deny himſelf and take up his Croſs and fol- 

low me; and 1 Cor. 1. 17. Preaching the Croſs is Preach © 
ing the Goſpel; And in ſeveral other Places. the © 
Whole of our Religion, as Chriſtian, is ſignified 
by the Croſs: Therefore to ſignifie our Profeſling | 
and Glorying in Chriſt Crucified, by making the Sign 
of the Croſs, has better Foundation in Scripture, 
and is much more warranted by - univerſal Cuſtom : 
then uncovering the Head has to ſignifie Reverence, of 
which there is no Diſpute between us, but that it is* 
agreeable. 

6. *Tis very proper at Baptiſm to make a Profeſ- { 
fion of our Glorying in the Croſs of Chriſt ; becauſe * 
we then ſolemnly engage to take it wp; that is (as 
before explained) ro - upon us his whole Religi- 
on. To make ſuch a Protefſion by Words, of hi 
and of all the Duties we then undertake. I think is 
owned to be lawful by all ; and we think very re- 1 
quiſire ; and accordingly require i from every one 
who is Baptiſed. 

I Add in the 7th. place, That it is nor only war- | 
rantable ro do it by Words, but likewiſe by Aion, © 
This muſt appear reaſonable ro you, if you refle& on 
your own Pradtice, in giving your Children Name | 
at your Baptiſm; which, as I have already ſhewed, 
ſignifies your giving up their Names to Chriſt, and ? 
engaging then to be Chriſt's Servants. Your New | 
; ' enNere* 5 
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therefore are a laſting Badge and Token to you 
through your whole Lives, of your Dedications to 
Chriſt's Service, and an Obligation on you to be- 
have your Selves accordingly, yet this Significent 
Ceremony, added to Baptiſm, has nothing of a Sa+ 
crament in it, any more then I have ſhew'd the Sign 
of the Croſi to have; and both are equally warranted 
by Scripture. 

This you ought the rather to obſerve, becauſe 
the only Queſtion your DireQory requires ro be 
put to the Perſon that offers the Child to Bap- 
tiſm. is concerning the Name thereof; having 
lefr out thoſe Scripture Queſtions that relate to the 
Faith and Obligations into which the Child is Bap- 
tiſed. 

I wou'd deſire you likewiſe to refle& on another 
Ceremony you have added to the other Sacrament, I 
mean giving Tickets to ſuch as are to be admitted to 
the Lord's-Supper, upon offering of which they are 
admitted to rhat Priviledge : In this Ceremony (for 
ſo I muſt call it) there 1s an Outward and Viſible 
Sign, a Ticket. 2dly, An Inward and Spiritual Grace, 
your Aptirude and Title to the Lord's-Supper and 
Communion of Saints, found on your Examina- 
tion when you receive the Ticker. 3dly, It is a 
Badge and Token whereby Priviledged Members are 
diſinguiſhed from thoſe that are without. Laſtly, 
It is a ſort of a neceſſary Term of Communion, ſince 
thoſe that negle& this Badge ſhall not be admitred 
to the Sacrament, yet I ſuppoſe you reckon this 
Badge or Symbol of Communion to be Warranted by 
the general Rules of Scripture, tho? it is plain there 
15 no ſuch Ground for it there, as for the Uſe of the 
Croſs. Bur 

8:hly, We are not without Scripture-Precedents 
of ſignifying the parricular Obligations that lye on 
us in the Sacraments, by AFions as well as Words. 
vince our Saviour ſignified the Humility and Love 
| ' We 
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we t to bear towards one another, young b; 


his Diſciples Feet, at the Inſtitution of Lord's. 
Swpper ; and St. Peter. who refuſed this ſignificant 
Ceremony , was ſeverely threatened for it. Thus, 
dipping intirely nnder Water in Baptiſm, was a ſig- 
cant Ceremony we find ſometimes uſed, as a 
Token of our being buried with Chrift in Baptiſm ; 
to which Signification the Apoſtle alludes, Rom. 6, 
4. Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm into 
Death, And to the ſame purpoſe, Col. r. 12. 
There was another Ceremony of 
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Baptiſm which ' 


conſiſted in the Change of Cloaths; and this was | 


likewiſe Significant, and the Apoſtle alludes to it, 
Gal. 3. 27. For as many of you as have been Baptiſed 
into Chriſt hays put on Chriſt: And to the ſame al- 
lade thoſe Phraſes of purting off the Old Man, and 
putting on the New ; as is confeſſed by the beſt 
Interpreters: And the Apoſtle uſeth them not 


——_ 
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only to ſignific the Duties and Obligations we * 
undertake at Baptiſm, but likewiſe to ſtir us up to *' 


perform them. 


The like is obſervable in the Lord's-Supper ; the | 


pr Duties of which are ſignified in Scripture 
y ſeveral Ceremonies annexed to the Celebratioa 


thereof. *Tis a ſpecial Duty to lay aſide all Hatred, * 
and to be in perfe&t Charity with one another, : 


when we come to that Sacrament; And this Duty 
was fignified firſt by-an Holy Kiſs mentioned Rom. 16. 
16. and in ſeveral other Places of Scripture. And 
2dly, by Feaſts of Charity deſcribed, 1 Cor. 11. and 
mentioned Jude 12. both which continued many 


— 


Years in the Church, as Tokens and Badges and Sym- : 


bols of the Duty of Charity, which were profeſs'd 


in that Sacrament : And yet none of all theſe parti- t 


cular Ceremonies can be term'd Sacraments ; from 
all which I conclude that it is as proper and as agree- 


able to Scripture to ſignifie our Obligation in Bap- 


tiſm, not to be aſhamed of Chriſt Crucified, by making 
the 
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the Sign of the Croſs, as ir was to ſignifie onr Love 
and Unity by a Kiſs or a Feaft ; and by conſequence, 
that the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm is Warranted by 
Scripture. ? 

To Conclude, neither Scripture nor Reaſon hin- 
der us from uſing ſuch Signs in Expreſſing or Profeſ- 
ſing our Duty to God, as properly and by general 
Conſent ſignifie it. On the Contrary, they Warrant 
us to uſe ſuch Signs as well as Words; which Words 
are Signs themſelves, made Sgnificant only by Cu- 
ftom; whereas many A#ions have the ground of 
their Significancy from Nature. 

But here we muſt take care not to inſtitute Signs 
to ſignifie and oblige God to confer his Favours or 
Grace on us: For that were to limit him; and 
*ris only he, by his Inſtirution and Promiſe, can fo 
oblige himſelf. The want of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween theſe two ſort of Signs, ſeems to me tro 
have occaſioned all thoſe Obje&tions againſt the Sign 
of the Croſs, which are commonly urged to us as if 
we made it a Sacrament. 

That which __ was —_—— on 
Mr. Boyſe in this Point, was to prove ipture, 
That of unlawful to ſignifie  a——_  - particu- 
lar Duties we undertake in the Sacrament, by Attions 
thet are by general Cuſtom expreſſrve of thoſe Duties. 

therwiſe, to declare this to be unlawful, is 
the ſame Preſumption and Offence as to declare 
ſome Meat; unlawful; and is a certain Inſtance of 
your Teaching for Dofrine the Commandments of Men. 
For to ſay an Afion is Unlawful that God has 
not made ſo, is the ſame Preſumption and Of- 
fence, as to ſay certain Meats are Forbidden that 
ow not ; which is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 

ou. 
MR hus much T have thought needful to lay before 
you concerning the Sign of the Croſs ; and I think is 
ſuſficient to convince any unbyas'd Perſon, that you 
ve 
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have no cauſe to ſeparate from our Worſhip on that © 
Account. 

As for the reſt of Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, which ] 
have not here conſidered, T preſume none will ſy- 
ſpe&t that there is more Difficulty in them, than in 
hs Points I have already examined. Bur indeed I 
maſt declare that T have met with none among you 
that have alledged Mr. Boyſe's Reaſons for abſenting 
themſelves from our Publick Worſhip. And there. © 
fore I cannot think it material to go about to con- 7 
fute a ſingle Perſon and a Stranger : For ſhould I © 
confute his Principles, perhaps you, for whoſe Satis- | 
faction only I intend this, wou'd think your ſelves ® 
unconcern'd in the Niſpute. Bur if IT ſhall find that 
his Qbjeftions have really moved Scruples in you, 
znd your Miniſters will give their full approbation 
of his Book, and manner of handling this Contro- 
verſie, I ſhall then think my ſelf obligd to give 
you a juſt Account of the Whole, as I have here 
done of ſome Parts of it ; and particularly, of the 
principal Matters of Fa#ft contained in it : The Truth 
of which, if any perſiſt to queſtion, I ſhall then al- 
ſo Publiſh the Fouchers and Authorities T have for 
them ; which I am not willing to do, our of render- 
nefs to you as well as on other Accouars rill the laſt 
Neceſſity. 

Ar preſent T muſt leave with you this Caution, as 
well in reſp:& of Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, as of any 0- 
th:r Anſwer that may come out ro my Book, that 
I do not think that either you or I are concern'd 
in Arguments that are not founded on Scripture, or 
in any Anſwers to my Proofs that contradi& the Let- 
ter of the Holy Scriptures, as moſt of Mr. Boyſe's a 
do; particularly ſuch as conc-rn ſaying or ſinging our © 
Plalms, anſwering in our Prayers and Hymns; and | 
foining our Voices in our Confelſiens and Addreſſes 
co God. 


"SE EET « 


ww 


To 


wad 
, 


2; VY bo 4... 


a > =y 


ww +- OO 


— (© © ©& 


. 


eos > 8 3 bwry 5 


« 
$ 
«+. 
't 
F 


Concerning A+4-. Boyſe”; Remarks, ee. 5F- 


To Conclude, I deſire to deal with you as becomes 
a True Paſtour, Admonithing and Inſtruting you in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs; I neither have, nor can 
have any indire& or worldly'Ends in telling yon 
theſe things ; nor can you imagine thar I either pro- 
poſe or deſign any Advantage to my ſelf by ir, bur 
only your Good, I need not ſeek to pleaſe Men; 
neither if I deſigned ir, were this the way ro attain 
it. Some Truths are very uneaſie, and I know that 
nothing can be more ungratefu] ro you, then to 
give you to underſtand that the Worſhip you ſup- 
poſe ſo pure and conformable ro the Word of 
God, has no expreſs Warrant, in Scripture for ir, 
and that a!l thoſe things in our Worſhip that you 
have ſo long been born in Hand to be only 1#- 
wentions of Men, are really the Diftates of God's Spi- 
rit in the Holy Scriptures. This I know touches 
you very near ; and conſidering all things, I cannot 
but thank you, and do thank you, for the Entertain- 
ment you have given my Book; and TI hope it will 
yet do more Good among you. I muſt again in- 
rreat you to take my Addiefles to you in good parr ; 
and not to be offended with me, bell I endex- 
vour to tell you the Truth. They that know me, 
will allow Plain-Dealing to be part of my Charatter, 
Bur remember that nothing is more apt to provoke 
Mankind then 7-»th ; and if you meet with any 
Book, written in Aniwer to mine, that Diſcovers 
the Writer to have been in a Paſſion when he wrote 
ir, you may look on it as a probable Argument of 
the Trurh of what I have propoſed. And if upon 
reading what I have wrote, you find any Motion 
within your ſelves towards Paſſion, conlider weil 
whether it proceed not from the ſame Cauſe; 
namely, my declaring the T-zth to you. 

I muſt ſtand or fall ro my great Maſter, as to my 
Sincerity in ſtudying your Good ; ro him I am an- 
ſwerable for the diſcharge of my Office, and of thoſe 
Obl: 7a. 
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Obligations from it under which I lye. The Con- 
ſcience of this has put me on theſe Addreſſes; and 
I beſeech our God, and the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who purchaſed his Church with 
his Blood, and — his Spirit ro his Diſciples 
to guide them into all 7-»tþ, to diſpoſe and prepare 
your Hearts for the Reception thereof, and to incline 
you to hearken to the Inſtruftions offered you out 
of his Word by 


Your truly Aﬀe&ionate Paſtour, 


e 


A Will, Derrg. 


1. May, 1694. 


